
   
ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING   

January 08, 2014 
                                           

The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:46 am by 
President, Marilyn Entin. In attendance were Co-Vice President Marlene Duffin, Co-Vice President Ralph 
Butterworth, Secretary Margery Marble, Treasurer Bill Hubka, Senior Specialist Brian Hames, Assistant to 
Councilmember Rayshelle Brant.  Members: Chickie Nemeth, Gordon Alliano, Doreen Morgan, Venus Phillips,   
Pat Eagan, Don House, Beverly Temkin, Angela Cefali, Erin Barclay, Jean Jensen, Pat Perkins, Mike 
Donohoe, Betty McGowan, Linda Spencer, Sally A. Sargent, and Gilbert Garcia. 
 
Introduction by the President of 2014-2015 elected officers and appointees.  Marilyn Entin 
reelected for second term as President; Ralph Butterworth, first term as Co-Vice President; Marlene 
Duffin, Co-Vice President; Bill Hubka, second year of term as Treasurer; Marge Marble, appointed 
as Secretary for 2014 to finish the term.  Appointees as advisors:  Don House, Bev Temkin, and 
Erin Barclay, who switched from vice president to advisor.    
 
The minutes of the December 04, 2013, meeting were distributed, read, and approved. 
 
TREASURER – BILL HUBKA: 
The December 2013 treasurer’s report was distributed and discussed. (attached)  Growth in 
membership income.  Good participation in trips and Thanksgiving dinner.  Expense for postage 
stamps of $9,982 anticipating Post Office raising rates, and to reduce our bank balance for an 
advantage in income tax reporting.  Losses in bingo and coffee continue.    
 
SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

• Not present at meeting. 
 
GUEST REPORTS: 

COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS 
• Not present at meeting. 
 

ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER – RAYSHELLE BRANT  
• San Jose Budget:  On 1/18/14, Budget Priority-setting session at City Hall rotunda.  Our 

Association allowed to bring 3 representatives to discuss our priorities.  Register online at 
the City website.  Several additional meetings re: City budget by June.  

• State of the City Address:  On Thursday, 2/20/14, from 6:00 to 7:30 at the Convention 
Center.  Will also recognize several volunteer organizations and leaders who have had a 
great impact on the City. 

• Measure B, Pension Reform:  Was passed by around 70%, and then taken to court by 
the unions.  The decision – out of the 15 components of Measure B, 10 were won by the 
City.  Details will be sent out and will be in their next newsletter on 1/15/14. 

                                                                                 
RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG: 

• Not present at meeting.  His report given by Brian Hames. 
                                                                                                                                                                                              
SENIOR SPECIALIST – BRIAN HAMES: 

• Senior Membership: As of now, 560 have signed up for 2014 membership.  Newsletters 
mailed today.  Online membership not available, probably because of payment method.     

• Parking Lot Striping:  People unavailable over break.  Probably will be done two Sundays. 
• New Stage for Community Room:  He is looking at an easy-up, easy-down stage for the 

Community Room as a replacement for $8000.  Has brochure.  Discussion ensued.    
• Marilyn requested that Newsletters to be sent out before holidays so people know when 

classes start in January.  Erin asked to include more details, for example, about Soup Party.  
Also include day of the week as well as date.                                                       

 
MEMBER REPORTS: 

• Marilyn Entin – Auditors Needed:  Need 2 volunteers ASAP to audit our books; 
professional experience not needed.  We give all info to Almaden Advisory Council, who 
gives to IRS.  Takes from an hour to a day.  Last year’s auditors were thorough and made 
recommendations that will help this year’s auditors. Let her know of anybody.    



• Bill Hubka – Forum for Mayor’s Race:  It was suggested that our Association sponsor a 
candidates forum in March jointly with the Almaden Valley Community Association.  They 
will be discussing at their meeting 1/13/14.  We would meet to arrange time, place, 
moderator.  They want their president to moderate; we want some subject-matter expert.    
No one from this Association has volunteered as yet.  Discussion ensued.  Filming that was 
suggested last month by a Valley Democrats political organization was squelched because of 
possibility of political bias.   

• Angela Cefali – Senior Trips Report: Went to Union Square 12/9/13.  On 1/17/14 going 
to Cache Creek.  On 2/28/14 to the Sargeant Equestrian Center in Lodi with a tour of the 
stables, a Clydesdale horse-drawn wagon ride, a barbeque and a visit to the county 
museum.   She requested $1,147.50 for the bus for the March trip to Ironstone Mountain 
Winery.                                                                                                              
MOTION:  It was moved by Bill Hubka and seconded to approve the expenditure of 
$1,147.50 for the bus for the Ironstone Mountain Winery trip on 3/21/14.   Motion carried.   

• Erin Barclay – Update on Events:  The Annual Winter Soup Party on Wed. 1/22/14, with 
all local chefs including Arden Weiner, Jack Campbell, RoseMary McDiarmid.  5 soups and 
French bread for $5 for members, $7 for non-members.  Tickets go on sale Friday, 1/10/14.  
Advertising posters will go up around the building this week.  More formal, the Big Bang 
Bash on Sat. 2/15/14 at 3:30 p.m.  Price not yet set.  NY strip steak, roasted vegetables, 
salad, tiramisu and wine.  Per Betty McGowan, chairperson.  Sons of Jubal band, 18-piece, 
Christian-based from several churches.  They don’t charge us, but we do put out a hat for 
any voluntary donations.  180 tickets will be available 2 weeks ahead.     

• Marlene Duffin – Trip Waiver Report:  She checked with several companies about 
getting day trip insurance, and it became very complicated.  She has the information if 
anyone wants to follow that up.  Both companies recommended Participant Waivers.  For 
our December trip she compiled a quick waiver utilizing the Parks & Recreation legal 
language so we had some coverage because the Almaden Senior Association has liability if 
so proven for negligence.  The second person she spoke with was at the broker for the 
insurance at the Saratoga Senior Center who referred her to a website of a Nonprofit 
Insurance Alliance Group out of Santa Cruz.  She got a waiver from them and wrote it up for 
the January trip.  (she distributed).  It is far more complicated to get trip insurance. 

• Don House – SeniorNet:  Registration was last Saturday.  There were 84 proxies and 55-
60 people present.  18 different classes,  4 are full; 200 seats filled; last year total was 214.  
Will not have Windows 8 until between first and second session.  Over 80 volunteers; he 
showed a status chart.  (attached) 

• Linda Spencer for Nancy Koppel–Friends of the Library:  Completely moved into their 
new work room beside the first floor conference room.  Larger.  Have been deluged with 
books.  Next book sale Sat. May 3 with a second sale first Sat. in November.   
    

OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
• Bill Hubka requested a position for an appointed Board advisor liaison to the press.  The 

liaison would also manage a website, and keep it under development, for our agenda, 
meeting minutes, etc.  Don House will mention the request in their SeniorNet meeting.   

• Mike Donohoe from the Seniors’ Agenda for Santa Clara County announced a Seniors’ 
Agenda Network Summit on 1/29/14 at the Social Services Agency Auditorium, 33 West 
Julian.  Topics include housing, volunteering, transportation.  He distributed flyers. 

• A member asked about the status of getting a microphone to use in our meetings.  Per 
Brian, there is a microphone, but it is not wireless.  They will be installing in Room 4 and 
Room 3 projector screens with two built-in speakers with wireless microphone technology.  
About $10,000 per room.  Also, the carpets are being replaced in Room 2 and Room 1. 

• Marilyn reported exposed wiring in the gym to the right inside the entrance. 
• The 2 burst water pipes in December have been repaired. 
• Can squares in hall carpeting be removed?  Brian will ask. 
• Response to member’s inquiry, the lobby Reader Board was updated today.                       

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:44 a.m. The next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, February 5, 2014. 
  
 
Submitted by      Approval date:  February 5, 2014 
Margery Marble, Secretary 



 

ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING   
                              February 5, 2014                            

                                           

The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:45 a.m. by 
President, Marilyn Entin. In attendance were Co-Vice President Marlene Duffin, Co-Vice President Ralph 

Butterworth, Secretary Margery Marble, Recreation Supervisor Hal Spangenberg, Senior Specialist Brian 
Hames, Senior Citizens Commissioner Vince Tarpey, Councilmember Johnny Khamis, and Assistant to 
Councilmember Rayshelle Brant.  Members: Chickie Nemeth, Doreen Morgan, Venus Phillips, Monica  
Bellizzi, Arden Weiner, Pat Eagan, Nancy Koppel, Arlene DeMoss, Bev Temkin, Stephen Mellors, Sally A. 

Sargent, Cathy Michelon, Jack Campbell, Mike Donohoe, Betty McGowan, Gilbert Garcia, Sue Garcia and 
Mary Cates.  Absent were Treasurer Bill Hubka and Advisors Don House and Erin Barclay.  
 

The minutes of the January 8, 2014 meeting were distributed, read, and approved. 
 
TREASURER – BILL HUBKA: (report by Marilyn Entin) 

The January 2014 treasurer’s report was distributed and discussed (attached).  The expenses are 

more than the income.  There were no questions. 
 

SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

• Health & Safety Committee meeting held January 22, 2014.  Working with PRNS to possibly  
incorporate a seniors’ exercise area in various City of San Jose parks.  Specifically in the 
proposed Rotary Club “Legacy Project” at Guadalupe Children’s Park, at Coleman at Taylor. 

• Senior Nutrition provider RFP bid was closed January 30, 2014.  The choice of provider will 

take several months. 
• Next full Commission meeting will be Thursday, March 13, 2014.   
• Next Health & Safety Committee meeting will be Thursday, March 27, 2014. 

 

GUEST REPORTS: 

COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS 

• Senior Walk at Oakridge Mall: on February 28 at 8:30 a.m.  22 mini vendors, many 

raffle prizes, plus all the mayoral candidates will be there. 
• State of the City:  mayor’s final address February 20 at 6:00 p.m. downtown San Jose.  

$13 million ahead of expected revenues mostly because of building.  $9 million ahead of 
revenue in that dept.  $13 million is about 2 weeks worth of payroll for the City. 

• Parking Meters:  1200 new meters approved yesterday for downtown, accept both credit 
cards and coins, can upload $ into the meter via phone, get notification when meter expires, 
know of empty parking spaces.  By next year.  Parking fee increase not yet determined.   

• Softball Fields:  in the Arcadia Development near Capitol and Quimby by Eastridge, 
approval for 4 fields yesterday.  A donor donated $4.2 million for a soccer field behind the 
Allen at Steinbeck Middle School, near Blossom Hill and Allen, will break ground 2/21/14. 

• Question:  discussion county vs city re: ambulance response.  Major staff cuts required 

purchase of squad cars that covered larger areas and took longer to respond.  County took 
money away.  Last year budgeted extra $8 million for firefighters to stay.  High cost of past 
salary increases and pensions.    

• Question:  even with renovation of Almaden Lake, there will still be no swimming because 

of bird droppings, e. coli, other bacteria, not because of mercury.  He hopes to have 
swimming pool or skateboard park at Coleman and Almaden.  Would be a $6 million project.  

 

ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER – RAYSHELLE BRANT  

• No report.   
 

RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG: 

• Parking Lot Striping:  Painting was completed - stripes, crosswalks, arrows.   
• Flooring:  Rooms 1 and 2 carpet replaced with linoleum.  Neighborhood Services room 

carpet replaced with new carpet.  Re: prior question about replacing hall carpet squares – 

it’s not in squares, so can’t replace just squares, so had it deep cleaned.  Are checking cost 
of replacing it.   

• Projector Screens Rooms 3 and 4:  Assessment made to determine cost and vendor.  
Hope to have decision in several months. 



• WiFi:  In December 2013 had access points put in, but signal strength is weak in some 
rooms.  Yesterday IT assessed the building—testing signal strength, etc.  He will 

recommend to his manager what access points to put in different spots to make signal 
stronger.  Hope to have in next several weeks.  IT person said it was difficult in newer 
buildings because of walls and concrete. 

• Question:  rental people responsible for cleaning up kitchen.  Renters will be given a walk-

through and advised beforehand and after the event.  Also, there will be a deep cleaning of 
kitchen and teaching kitchen within next several weeks. 
         

SENIOR SPECIALIST – BRIAN HAMES:  

• Senior Membership: For 2014, 800 members.   
• Stage Purchase:  for Community Room.  Easy to put up and take down.  Brian will arrange 

for a place to view a similar one for anyone interested. 

• Birthdays Listing:  City has given mandate to no longer publish list of birthdays in the          
Newsletter because of privacy issues.  He will request permission to publish only names 
without the day and will ask if members could petition someone to reinstate. 

   

MEMBER REPORTS:           

• Nancy Koppel – Friends of the Library:  Lobby book sales in January were over $800.  
The next book sale is Saturday, May 3.   

• Marlene Duffin – Bylaws Update:  Doing the every-two-year review. A copy will be given 
to everyone next month for membership review; then voted on at the April meeting. 

• Marilyn Entin for Bill Hubka - District 10 Leadership Coalition meeting:  Police chief 
discussed staffing, pensions, recovery of Academy costs for new hires, morale.  

Questionnaire re: people’s priorities will be on website soon.  www.d10-leadership.org  They 
are developing District 10 map to show neighborhoods.  Almaden Expressway beautification 
still in planning stage.  July 4 festival planning being done. Almaden Senior Association and 
the Almaden Valley Association to present forum on Thurs. 5/1/14 at the Community Center 

for all the mayoral candidates.   
Need a volunteer for a publicity coordinator see that our events are publicized in local 
media and in the monthly Newsletter.   

Need a volunteer as associate representative to the District 10 Leadership Coalition with 
meetings every 2 months held here in the Community Center.  Contact Bill Hubka. 
Audit of Books - We do have our auditors, and there will be a report next month. 

• Don House – SeniorNet (report by Marilyn Entin):  Currently 224 seats filled.  Their 

next Council meeting is 2/21.  Calendar available on their website.  A few 4-week classes 
start next week; a 2-week scanning class starts 3/6.  Windows 8 class delayed to session 3.   

• Marge Marble – Trip Waiver Form:  After investigating insurance, we determined that a 

waiver would suffice.  This form was reviewed and okayed by an attorney and will be used 
by  Angela, the trip coordinator, for the participants starting now. 

• Sally Sargent - Senior Trips Report:  Trip for this month is the Equestrian Center on Feb. 
28.  March will be the Ironstone Winery on March 21 for $86.  April ( ? voice blurred)   

• Arden Weiner – Soup Party:  One of the best we’ve ever had.   
• Betty McGowan – Big Band Bash:  On Sat. Feb. 15 at 3:30 p.m.  Sold out.  160 tickets.          

 
OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Announcement:  Jackie Anaya, Bateman Kitchen Manager, was voted Employee of the Year.   
• Question:  Per Brian, no definite scheduling for dishwashing after events. Discussion re: 

various resources.  It would be up to event coordinator to find and pay them. Suggestion to 

make ongoing announcements at Stretch class for a PAID volunteer dishwasher.  Put article 
in Newsletter.  Ask at Nutrition Program lunch.  Betty McGowan will check with her contact.   

• Member of Happy Singers – Group wants to sing here at Almaden.  Broadway, popular, 
classical music.  On a program for about 20 minutes.  Come and talk with Brian.    

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:38 a.m. The next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, March 5, 2014, at 9:45 a.m. in Room 4. 

  
 
 
Submitted by      Approval date: March 5, 2014 

Margery Marble, Secretary     



 

ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING   
March 5, 2014 

                                           

The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:45 am by 
President, Marilyn Entin. In attendance were Co-Vice President Marlene Duffin, Co-Vice President Ralph 

Butterworth, Secretary Margery Marble, Treasurer Bill Hubka, Recreation Supervisor Hal Spangenberg,    
Senior Citizens Commissioner Vince Tarpey, Councilmember Johnny Khamis, and Acting Assistant to 
Councilmember Rayshelle Brant. Members: Chickie Nemeth, Gordon Alliano, Venus Phillips, Pat Eagan, 
Nancy Koppel, Don House, Stephen Mellors, Erin Barclay, Jack Campbell, Mike Donohoe, Betty McGowan, 

Mary Ann Bouchard, Patrick A. Bouchard, Gilbert Garcia, Jeanne Sanders, and Cathy Michelon.  Absent were 
Advisor Bev Temkin and Senior Specialist Brian Hames. 
 

The minutes of the February 05, 2014, meeting were distributed, read, and approved as corrected. 
 
TREASURER – BILL HUBKA: 

The February treasurer’s report was distributed and discussed (attached). Revenues exceeded 

expenses by about $1800.  Will refund $1300 to Equestrian trip participants -- trip cancelled due to 
bad weather.  Membership dues income is $13,000 thus far.  Big Band Bash expenditures were 
closely tracked, thus giving an accurate picture.  The annual auditors report (attached) of our 

finances for 2013 was read by Jack Campbell and showed to be in accordance with accepted 
accounting principles.  The City Auditor’s Office, Alison McInnis, requested figures of percent-of-
whole for income and expenses to compare with all community centers.  A member questioned the 
City’s need to know.  Johnny Khamis will investigate and report back.    A report was given to 

Maria Gardner for income tax purposes.    
 

SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

• The next Commission meeting is Thursday, March 14. 

• Only one bid received for the Senior Nutrition Program, so bidding will remain open for 
several months.   

• Two pamphlets , Real Estate Fraud and ID Theft Fraud, were offered so we can phone and 

get information if interested. 
 

GUEST REPORTS: 

COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS 

• Senior Walk at Oakridge Mall: “Fantastic”.  There were 300 people; 50 vendors.  All the 
politicians were there. 

• Library Parcel Tax:  A request for continuation of the tax will be on the June ballot.  There 

will be an $8 million deficit without it. 
• New Police Captain:  Shawny Williams is the new Southern Division Police Captain. 
• Tree Planting:  on Almaden.  The Rotary Club is interested in maintaining them. 
• Fires:  Many are caused by clothes driers in garages.  Alex Fraser, a former fire captain, is 

glad to host fire prevention seminars.  Johnny’s staff will sponsor it here.  Fraser also does 
earthquake seminars. 

  
ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER – RAYSHELLE BRANT  

• Litter Pick Up:  District 10 on Saturday, April 26, 8 am to 1 pm.  There will be 200 
volunteers and 5 different locations; tools and leadership will be provided.  Erin asked about 
getting some volunteers here to help with grounds cleanup – around outside artwork.  

Rayshelle said they’d be glad to help us. 
 

RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG: 

• Kitchens:  Deep cleaning was done on both kitchens, and will be repeated at least once a 

year. The Rental Staff was advised regarding having them kept clean.   
• Projection Screens:  Wiring for installation in Rooms 3 and 4 has begun. 
• Fitness Equipment:  New equipment will be installed in the Fitness Room on Monday, 

March 31. 
• Pressure Wash:  of concrete in front of the building and surrounding area in front of the 

sliding glass doors scheduled for next week at nighttime. 
         

 



 

   

SENIOR SPECIALIST – BRIAN HAMES:  (report by Hal Spangenberg)  

• Senior Membership: 1,367 members signed up so far for 2014. 
• Stage Purchase:  An inspection to examine a similar stage is scheduled for March 11.  

Three members will attend.   

• New Events:  Brian wants suggestions from everyone for new events to put on. 
• Birthdays Listing:  There are no changes to the City’s mandate not to publish birthdays in 

the monthly Newsletter.  Some people had said they don’t want their birthday published. 
• Maintenance:  Erin asked Hal about yard maintenance in the art area and replacement of 

the artist’s sign.  Hal will contact Parks and Rec. 
 
MEMBER REPORTS: 

• Senior Trips Report: no trip report.  March is Ironstone Vineyards in Murphys on March 21 
for $86.   

• Betty McGowan and Bill Hubka – Big Band Bash:  a big success.  The band was 
magnificent.  We did lose money – tickets were $10 for members; $15 for non-members.  A 

detailed, itemized worksheet of expenses was tabulated and reflects an accurate picture of 
event costs.  No costs were felt to be out of line.   

• Erin Barclay – Update on Events:  St. Patrick’s Day party on Saturday, March 15 at 3:00 

p.m.  There will be an Irish instrumentalist and singer.  Corned beef; $10 members, $15 
non-members; tickets at the front desk after today.  There is no co-chair yet. 

• Bill Hubka – Mayoral Forum, D10 Leadership Coalition, Reimbursement and 
Voucher Report:  The Mayors Forum will be here on Thursday, May 1 at 7:30 p.m.  The 

moderator has been changed to Dr. Ken Entin.  They will start a list of questions about the 
first of April.  
The D10 Leadership Coalition has two new volunteer representatives from our Senior 
Association:  Cathy Michelon and Jim Kuhl.  

A draft of the Reimbursement and Voucher Procedure was distributed with a request for 
feedback.  A procedure for handling electronic payments will be reported next month. 

• Don House – SeniorNet: There will be a survey among students by the curriculum 

committee.  Registration for April classes is March 15 in the gym.  Class schedules – 500 are 
emailed; 530 are sent direct mail.  SeniorNet membership fee will increase 10% on March 
24 to $44 with $33 for renewals.  There are only 50 centers nationwide now; both San Jose 
centers are successful. 

• Nancy Koppel - Friends of the Library: From this morning’s ticket sales for the St. 
Patrick’s Day party -- $980.  The book sale will be Saturday, May 3. 

• Marlene Duffin – Bylaws Update:  A draft of the new Bylaws was distributed and 

additions and changes explained.  We will vote at next month’s meeting.  If there are any 
questions, ask the committee, whose names are listed at the end of the last page. 

 
OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Mary Ann Bouchard from the Happy Singers reports they have a ½ hour concert prepared 
and would like to perform here.  Brian Hames will check the calendar and try to fit it in.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:47 a.m. The next meeting will 

be held on Wednesday, April 2, 2014. 
 
 

 
Submitted by      Approval date:  April 2, 2014 
Margery Marble, Secretary     



 
ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING   

April 02, 2014 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:45 am by  
President, Marilyn Entin. In attendance were Co-Vice President Ralph Butterworth, Secretary Margery  
Marble, Treasurer Bill Hubka, Recreation Supervisor Hal Spangenberg, Senior Specialist Brian Hames,   
Senior Citizens Commissioner Vince Tarpey, Councilmember Johnny Khamis, and Assistant to  
Councilmember Rayshelle Brant.  City of San Jose PRNS staff: Suzanne Wolf, Deputy Director PRNS, Mary 
O’Meara, Recreation Superintendent, and Tracey Gott, Gerontology Supervisor.  Members:  approx.  42 
members  (see attached sign-in sheet)  plus visitor Nancy Pyle, former District 10 Councilmember.   
Absent were Co-Vice President Marlene Duffin and Advisors Bev Temkin and Erin Barclay.  
    
The minutes of the March 05, 2014, meeting were distributed, read, and approved as corrected. 
 
TREASURER – BILL HUBKA: 
The March 2014 treasurer’s report was distributed and discussed (report attached). Total income 
$3,777.98.  Total expenses $3,450.89, which includes refunds for two cancelled trips, one because of 
weather and the other because too few participants.    
 
SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

• Discussion at tomorrow’s Sr. Citizens Commission meeting will include City Auditor’s 
recommendation on collection and use of Community Centers’ senior membership fees.  

• After the death of an elderly woman on the SJSU campus by a bicyclist, the Commission has 
placed a complaint to the City to coordinate their bicycle rules with the University. 

 
GUEST REPORTS: 

COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS 
• Went to D.C. for 2½ days and spoke with 64 congressmen re: bringing money to finish the 

BART transit from Berryessa to S.J. (all were in favor) and reforming the immigration laws. 
• Almaden Lake final 2 plans, which divide the lake into only two bodies of water instead of 

three, discussion at Castillero Middle School April 9 at 6:30 pm. 
• A Community budget meeting, possibly at the Water District, on May 5.   
• Urban Villages are being discussed for a Union and Camden 17-acre plot, and several others.  

Already approved 15 houses on Brasilia Way on Coleman and Almaden Expwy.   
 
FORMER DISTRICT 10 COUNCILMEMBER  -  NANCY PYLE  

• She is Tourism Committee head. They are planning for a visit from 300 international sister city 
representatives;  they developed a tourist book to put in hotels (which she passed around);  
and she represented U.S. Repr. Anna Eshoo at the Democratic Convention in L.A.  (The 
$653,000 in indicted State Senator Yee’s campaign fund can be used for his legal defense.) 
   
DEPUTY DIRECTOR PRNS – SUZANNE WOLFE  

• City Auditor’s Report:  35 min. presentation and discussion of City Auditor’s report 14-03 
Senior Membership Fee Revenue (complete report at www.sanjoseca.gov/audits).  Several 
pages were distributed (copies attached).  The audit addresses the City’s cash handling 
protocol.  In compliance, the PRNS will establish protocols to (1) deposit Senior Membership 
funds directly into City accounts to be used for senior services, (2) to advise us what types of 
programs and expenditures these funds should support, and (3) to work with the Sr. Advisory 
Councils re:  what we would like the City to organize using the senior membership fees.  The 
funds need to be put into the City’s account and a receipt issued for $10, not the current 
$0.00.  Because Almaden is a 501c3, we can continue to collect money for our events and put 
it into our account here.    Input from all 12 Community Centers will be solicited.  The City 
wants our membership fees.  “When the City staff touches the money, that money has to go to 
the City” to offset events and class discounts.  Protocols should be the same for all Centers.  
Details to be worked out during input meetings with Association members, Sr. Advisory 
Leadership Teams, and the Sr. Citizens Council. 
Mary O’Meara, PRNS Recreation Superintendent discussed the handout timeline for 
implementing the audit recommendations by October, 2014.  They are addressing (1) what is 
the purpose of the membership card – for City discounts or to be a member of the Sr. Advisory 
Council, and (2) an accounting practice that says if any City staff member touches the money, 



it needs to go through the City’s accounting practices and not to a lockbox.  Bill Hubka asked, 
What if we collect the money ourselves.  Ans. Then there’s the question of what should the 
value of a discount be.  Bill: That’s for you guys to figure out and doesn’t require a procedure 
change that puts the money in a bank account we have no control of.  Toward the end of the 
presentation, Bill commented:  This organization is a 5-star performing organization so 
anything that threatens our independence, our viability, incentives to the strong volunteerism 
here, we take personally.  Nothing is broken here that can’t be fixed by a tweak, certainly not 
taking our dues revenue and putting them in a City bank account. 
     Bill Hubka asked Suzanne if an Auditor’s Letter of Agreement form (copy attached) he 
received unexpectedly is still in effect.  She will let us know.                              

 
ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER – RAYSHELLE BRANT  

• Great America Litter Pick Up :  April 26, 8 am to 12:30.  Six sites, one is here at Almaden.  
Parks will provide tanbark and needed supplies.  Another will be painting the Almaden sound 
wall between Kelez and Trinidad, which will need an army of volunteers.  Snacks, coffee, and 
lunch will be provided.   

 
RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG: 

• Outdoor Maintenance:  Parks came out and trimmed grass and repaired the Art sign.  Also 
power washed front of the building. 
Fitness Equipment:  Arrived on Monday.  5 new treadmills, TVs, new recumbent bike, 3 new 
ellipticals, some of the cardio equipment almost complete.  

• Projectors:  Have been installed in rooms 3 and 4 with switches on the wall.  Will be getting 
screens.  People are using the whiteboard now until screens arrive.     

• WiFi:  Installation has been completed.  Covers the whole building.             
• Almaden Community Center Sign:  This sign out by the road was damaged by a car in Dec.  

He has police report, other documentation, and estimates of replacement cost to be submitted 
to the person’s insurance company. 
    

SENIOR SPECIALIST – BRIAN HAMES:  
• WiFi:  There are 4 connections, so if you move to another part of the building, you might have 

to reconnect.   
• Membership:  1,434 members so far for 2014.   
• New Stage:  Has a new, lower quote from the company -- $8,428 includes railing, guard rails, 

drape, shipping.  A similar stage was checked out by 3 members.  Ques. Is there a warranty?  
MOTION:  It was moved by Nancy Koppel and seconded that we provide $9,000 to purchase 
the stage with a warranty. The motion carried. 

• Future Events:  Of 8 upcoming events, 3 (June, July, and Sept.) have no theme or co- 
  chairs.  Cathy Michelon volunteered for July.  Kermit Olsen volunteered for the barbeque in 
  June or July.  Need a Sept. idea – see or email Brian. Wants to start an event committee to  
  meet every other month beginning Oct. to discuss future events – planning & themes for the  
  next year to be sure we get our dates due to rentals.  Arden Weiner said we do need a year 
  in advance to plan for cooks the in kitchen; if only 1 cook, the event should be cancelled.  
  

MEMBER REPORTS: 
• Cathy Michelon – D10 Leadership Coalition: (report attached).  After Johnny Khamis 

spoke, the Coalition discussed their purpose, citizens for financial responsibility.  They are 
partnering with City leaders and private sectors to streamline operations, eliminate 
redundancy, reorganize departments.  2011-2012 City salary & benefits were above budgeted 
costs.  
     Bill Hubka introduced Jim Kuhl as our second representative to the Coalition. 

• Angela Cefali – Trips:  Marilyn Entin requested help for Angela in planning and administering 
trips; those interested contact Angela.  MOTION:  It was moved by Venus Phillips and 
seconded to provide an expenditure of $1,250 for the trip to Graton Casino on April 25.  Motion 
carried.   MOTION:  It was moved by Arden Weiner and seconded to provide  an expenditure of 
$1,157.50 for the trip to Greystone Culinary Institute in Napa in May.  Motion carried.  
MOTION:  It was moved by Monica Bellizzi and seconded to provide an expenditure of $966.50 
for the bus for the trip to Carmel in June.  Motion carried. 

• Bill Hubka – Mayoral Forum:  On May 1 at 7:00 p.m.  Will meet with Almaden Valley Assoc. 
to determine final questions.  Don House will videotape. Need a stills photographer.   



• Don House – SeniorNet:  185 enrolled for current classes.  Of 16 classes, 4 are filled.  They 
purchased 20 new computers with both Windows 8 and 7 to be installed during summer.  

• Nancy Koppel – Friends of the Library:  Big book sale is May 3.  Library parcel tax renamed 
Measure B is merely a continuation of the present tax, not a new tax.  Volunteers will be 
phoning, sending mailers, flyer handouts.  Lobby book sales continue to do well. 

• Marilyn Entin – Bylaws:  A draft revision was distributed last month.  There was no 
discussion.  MOTION: It was moved and seconded that the Bylaws be accepted as revised. 
Motion carried. 

 
 
 
OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Bill Hubka requested that someone make a motion to accept the Voucher Reimbursement 
procedure he distributed last month.  A motion was made and seconded.  Motion carried. 

• Marilyn Entin announced the Fashion Show is April 23. 
   

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:22 a.m. The next meeting will be 
held on May 7, 2014. 
  
 
 
Submitted by      Approval date:  May 7, 2014  mm 
Margery Marble, Secretary 



 

 

 

      ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING       
May 7, 2014 

                                           

The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:45 a.m. by 

President, Marilyn Entin. In attendance were Co-Vice President Marlene Duffin, Co-Vice President Ralph 

Butterworth, Treasurer Bill Hubka, Secretary Margery Marble, Recreation Supervisor Hal Spangenberg, 
Senior Specialist Brian Hames, and Assistant to Councilmember Rayshelle Brant.  Members and visitors: 

Chickie Nemeth, Doreen Morgan, Venus Phillips, Arden Weiner, Pat Eagan, Nancy Koppel, Arlene DeMoss, 

Bev Temkin, Stephen Mellors, Sally A. Sargent, Betty McGowan, Jim Kuhl, Jeanne Sanders, Gordon Alliano, 

Rich Crowley, Mike Thompson, Maria Stich, Tracey Gott, Karen Friedrichs, Don House, Angela Cefali, Kermit 
Olsen, Kieran Kelly, Janet Haver, Zinnia Wilson, Bea Haddad, and Bruce Young.  Absent was Advisor Erin 

Barclay.  

 

The minutes of the April 2, 2014 meeting were distributed, read, and approved. 
 

TREASURER – BILL HUBKA:  

The April 2014 treasurer’s report (attached) was distributed and discussed.  Deposits $3,836.22.  

Payments $2,268.68.  Member question:  Does the AVCA pay half of the Mayoral Forum expenses 

of $102.98.  Bill hadn’t planned to ask them, but will accept if they offer.     
  

SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

 Not present at meeting.   

 
GUEST REPORTS: 

 COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS: 

 Not present at meeting.    

 
ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER – RAYSHELLE BRANT:  

 Councilmember not here because of Budget sessions.   

 Litter Pick Up successful; 160 volunteers, some of them here, spread wood chips and pulled  

weeds.  Finished painting sound wall on Almaden.  Picked up 93 bags of litter in the 

Hoffman Via Monte area. 
 

CASTILLERO MIDDLE SCHOOL FOUNDATION – BRUCE YOUNG; ZINNIA WILSON 

 A magnet school for music, Castillero has 20 music teachers, 4 science teachers, and 1200 

middleschoolers with 40 to 45% of students from the East side; only 26% literate in math.    
The Foundation is a 501c3 education committee of volunteers formed to teach science after 

school, plus debate, robotics, computers, math, arts.  They want to start a tutorial center. 

 Zinnia:  Distributed flyer (copy attached).  Purpose of Foundation to promote academic 

enrichment.  After school programs.  Have 9 board members with positions for 11 more.  
Looking for volunteer tutors or teachers for science, basic finance, or whatever you want. 

 

RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG: 

 Sign in Parking Lot:  Repair to start.  Drainage:  On outside of building was repaired.     
 Fitness Equipment:  Is all in.  Summer Camps:  Will begin in June.  Question:  will we 

need to meet in a different room because of of the camp/classes.  Hal will let us know. 

Tracey Gott - PRNS :  Updates from last meeting re: Auditor’s report, questions, and to 

gather feedback.  PRNS wants to standardize procedure, and will meet quarterly with Sr. 

Advisory Group as well as coming to Centers’ Advisory Council (Assoc.) meetings.  Still have 
3 more Centers to go to before the full meeting, hopefully by June. Distributed document 

(copy attached):  (1) role of Sr. Advisory Council,  (2)  Basic premise of Auditor’s report 

that if City sets the membership fee, then the City has to collect the money.  This is not 

being done the same at all Centers, and they want to fix this.  Procedure Options:  (2a)  
for 501c3 nonprofit Advisory Councils to keep dues, no class discount;  (2b) for Sr. 

Advisory Councils to keep dues through a fiscal agent, no class discount – does not apply to 



 

 

Almaden;  (2c) Sr. Programs with no Adv. Council will not collect a membership fee; (2d) 

They’re looking into a City-wide Active Adult 50+ Discount Card (fee based) for all 50+ 

classes that would still provide some member/non-member rates on the classes;  and (2e) 
City of San Jose collects membership dues, there will be a class discount, money goes into 

account for that Center, City gives back to Council money to run the programs.  (Member 

question:  does 100% of the money come back to the Association?)  Tracey:  No.  Get back 

only a percentage.  The City will get a percentage.  Or you could use City-wide Discount 
Card and still get class discounts.  But if Assoc. collects their own money, there is no 

discount.  (Member:  so if we are a 501c3, you are going to penalize us by not giving 

discounts.  Member:  so can one of the options be no change from the way it’s being done 

now, except for us collecting the money ourselves.  What is the value of a membership 
card?)  Tracey:  Centers that have no membership fees will still have all the events which 

will be provide via the City’s budget. (Question:  is City just going to hand out a City-wide 

discount card to anyone who comes in?)  She doesn’t know how that will work.   This all is 

still open for additional options.  We will provide our additional proposals by the end of 
June. (Question:  we don’t know anything about how the discount program works, and the 

negative flow.  Right now it looks a bit punitive:  if we want to control our own money, then 

we take this big hit.  Is that really a true cost out of your pocket?)  Tracey:  maybe I can 

pull together a report that shows per Center and also how overall senior classes are priced.  

(Question:  is the money you’re getting with the discount really paying for the class and 
the higher price is just an added on $8.00 profit? Maybe you’re getting everything paid with 

the lower price.  Then this is a punitive thing.)  Tracey:   I’ll try to get an answer for that.  

Right now they base classes on a 35-50% profit ratio. (Member:  can the Assoc. reimburse 

the City some amount for administration fees to balance the discounts.   We’d like to see a 
piece of paper that says this class costs this amount so we have something to work with.)  

Tracey:  will come back to next meeting with clarification on how classes are put together. 

(Member:  consider cost of volunteers (vs paid teachers).  I would think an org. like 

Almaden with our volunteers would reduce your work load rather than increase it, so if 
anything you should be paying a stipend to this group.)   

           

SENIOR SPECIALIST – BRIAN HAMES:  

 Senior Membership: For 2014, 1,552 members to date.   

 Event May 16:  Members-only Happy Hour.  Band, beverages, light hors d’oeuvres. 
 Upcoming Events:  He has made a list (attached) to look at calendar as a whole to plan 

for themes and find co-chairs.  July 10 – no theme or co-chairs.  Oct., Nov., and Dec. have 

themes but no co-chairs.  He wants to put together a team to look at events for the year 

and for 2015 to meet starting next week.  So can get calendar dates locked in as soon as 
possible.  If you’re interested, see Brian.    

   

MEMBER REPORTS:           

 Angela Cefali – Sr. Trips Report:  Recognized trip co-workers:  Sally Sargent, Janet 
Haver, and Bea Haddad.  Trip to Red Hawk Casino Wed. July 23.  Requests $1,050 for the 

bus.  MOTION:  Moved by Steven Mellors and seconded that $1,050 be approved for the 

bus to Red Hawk Casino on July 23.  Motion carried.  The Graton Casino trip on April 25 

had a full bus; could have used a second bus.  That’s how popular it was.  
 Marilyn Entin – Southside Meeting Report:  Meeting of all Centers’ Advisory Council 

representatives that collect their own money.  Marilyn, Don House, and Bill Hubka went 

from here.  Only 3 Centers out of 7 attended.  Discussed collecting of money for senior 

memberships.  Southside has developed a good way to collect without City being involved.  

They will send that info to us and all Centers affected so we all can come up with a 
collection procedure before PRNS comes up with a way of doing it.  The City people take 

their pictures for membership cards; that probably wouldn’t happen in the future.  

Alternative – have card stock, make our own cards but with no picture.  They discussed an 

MOU – we’re ready with our version.  Bill:  They did not discuss how the names would get 
into the computer, but that is an issue.  Penny will document their Southside procedure and 

mail it over; we can make a flow diagram, or steps.  Then how data base gets created 



 

 

outside the City’s computer screen and how it gets standardized and shared with the City.  

We’d have to keep our own database of membership and figure out what to do about the 

cards.  Don: We will be communicating with the Centers that didn’t attend and identify the 
procedures that currently exist and what elements of those procedures are best for the 

group.  There can’t be one procedure for all Centers because they’re all different.  Member 

question:  who would control mailing labels?  That hasn’t been figured out yet, but it had 

been done in the past.  Don said that’s what the cloud is for.  Details to be worked out.     
 Bill Hubka – Mayoral Forum, MOU Report, New PR Person:  Mayoral Forum was an 

outstanding success.  350 attendees.  Possibly a debate here of the 2 final candidates.  

MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) Report:  Between our Association and the City.  

He drafted. It’s an agreement with the City of both of our expectations which includes our 
controlling our own money and City policies and procedures we would need to be in 

compliance with.  City will have to decide what they want.  We will polish up this draft and 

submit to Tracey.  New PR Person:  Introduced volunteer Maria Stich to give public 

relations support to the event chairpersons and to the trip people; get announcements into 
the newspapers; coordinate with our webmaster re: announcements and procedures.  a 

point of contact with the Newsletter -- proofreading.  Maybe a Facebook page. 

 Jeanne Sanders – Fashion Show Report:  $400 profit.  Charge was $5 with all 160 

tickets being sold and a waiting list.  15 models from Morning Stretch classes; Christopher 

and Banks clothes.  She placed articles and photos in Almaden Times and Resident.  Betty 
Consorte made the 16 centerpieces that were raffled off, plus raffle of gift cards to 

restaurants.  Set up and decorations done by volunteers from Morning Stretch; Arden 

Weiner handled the food; 4 gentlemen in suits and ties served the attendees.  Bill Hubka 

took photos which are posted on the website. 
 Marlene Duffin – New Bylaws:  Distributed copies to those interested. 

 Jim Kuhl – District 10 Leadership Coalition Report:  (detailed copy of the D10 Budget 

Meeting for San Jose 2014 attached)  Councilmember Johnny Khamis , facilitator; Mayor 

Chuck Reed, Dir. Economic Development Kim Walsh, speakers.  Focusing on public safety 
improvement expansion and reversing pay cuts; inability to maintain aging infrastructure 

and buildings because pensions have exploded; possible incremental ladder of sales tax 

increase to raise $68M per year. Need more jobs to raise taxes.  No one at meeting saw a 

solution.  Can sign up now for Martial Cottle Community Garden plots available in 2015.  As 

Councilmember, Johnny Khamis trying to streamline the building permit process.  
 Don House – SeniorNet:  Currently 209 seats filled in classes; last classes on June 2; next 

classes start July 14 with registration July 5.  They gave a 4-page survey to their students 

(copy attached) to indicate interest in different classes—will guide upcoming sessions. 

 Nancy Koppel – Friends of the Library:  Book sale of May 3 brought in $4,092.  Had 
trouble with the stage, but a new stage has been ordered.   

 

OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 Kieran Kelly:  works for state 29th Assembly District representative Mark Stone.  Will be 
holding neighborhood office hours here 2nd Wed. of every month during sr. nutrition hours 

11 am to 1 pm in cafeteria area to direct you to the proper agency for help with problems 

with the DMV, state tax board, local issues -- recent mail theft was making people late with 

DMV registration so directed them to DA’s office.   
 Nancy Koppel recommended setting a time limit on people who come from outside and ask 

to speak.  

 Bev Temkin:  every Fri. a student is in the Library to help seniors with computer questions.  

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:07 a.m. The next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, June 4, 2014, at 9:45 a.m. in Room 4. 

 

 

 
Submitted by      Approval date: June 4, 2014 

Margery Marble, Secretary     



 

 

     ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING       
June 4, 2014 

                                           
The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:47 a.m. by 

President, Marilyn Entin. In attendance were Co-Vice President Marlene Duffin, Co-Vice President Ralph 

Butterworth, Treasurer Bill Hubka, Secretary Margery Marble, Recreation Supervisor Hal Spangenberg, 

Senior Specialist Brian Hames, Senior Citizens Commissioner Vince Tarpey, and Councilmember Johnny 
Khamis.  Members and visitors: Chickie Nemeth, Doreen Morgan, Venus Phillips, Nancy Koppel, Arlene 

DeMoss, Bev Temkin, Stephen Mellors, Betty McGowan, Jim Kuhl, Gordon Alliano, Don House, Kermit Olsen, 

Larry Saltman, Carole Roszkowski, and Robert Roszkowski.  Absent were Assistant to Councilmember 

Rayshelle Brant and Advisor Erin Barclay.  
 

The minutes of the May 7, 2014 meeting were distributed, read, and approved as corrected. 

 

TREASURER – BILL HUBKA:  
The May 2014 treasurer’s report (attached) was distributed and discussed.  Membership 2013 vs 

2014 chart (attached) distributed.  Approx. 150 fewer members this year through May. 

      

SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

 Commission’s next meeting June 12 at City Hall.  City Council will discuss pending new 
contract for Sr. Nutrition on June 10, expect packed agenda which can be checked online.  

County Board of Supervisors meeting June 17 will also discuss budget for Sr. Nutrition.    

 

GUEST REPORTS: 
 COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS: 

 July 4 fireworks celebration at Lake Almaden at 2 pm with parades, food, bands, vendors.  

Still accepting donations (tax deductible) from individuals and corporations – online at San 

Jose Parks Foundation website.  Have $35,000; need $45,000.  
 Proposed budget at next week’s Council meeting:  $16 million additional one-time funding 

for street repairs; staff for South S.J. police substation in Oct. for 28 new Community 

Service Officers for burglaries; 4 more park rangers; 3 police academies/yr. instead of 2; 

police given 11% increase in wages over next 1 ½ yrs. to make up for the 10% they 

voluntarily gave back 3 yrs. ago.  Of last class of 44, only 1 went to another city.   
 Workers Comp. law changed for less abuse – if police injured on job and no position will 

create a position.  Found ways to keep Libraries open longer just by changing the way they 

do their staffing. 

 Brasilia Way:  Discussion.  A pvt. property on 2040 Plan zoned for 14 houses; whittled down 
to 10 houses, asked them to plant 36 more trees.  City can’t control pvt. property.  Detailed 

discussion in his today’s Distr. 10 June Newsletter.    

 Question:  re: Sr. Nutrition Program.  County is going to vote on it, and many have not ever 

been to a Center to see how it works.  (Much undecipherable discussion.)   Answer:  The 
City gives the money to the County, doesn’t do anything else.   City added another 

$100,000 to the budget making it $500,000.    

 

ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER – RAYSHELLE BRANT:  
 Not present at meeting. 

 

RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG: 

 Sign in Parking Lot:  Repair has been completed.   

 Our Meeting Room:  In July, in the Community Room; In August, in Room 3.    
 Movie Night:  First time event this Fri. June 6, free, in courtyard area, at 8:30 pm, tables 

with snacks for purchase. 

 Summer Camps:  Start June 9 and June 16 for the next 10 weeks. 

 Leadership Meeting:  Tomorrow at Mayfair for presidents, vice-presidents at 10:30 am. 
They have handout updates for membership money and policy to work toward a solution. 



 

 

 Member:  2 Mondays ago, people returning chairs & tables to storage just threw them in.  

Need them folded and put into proper places. 

         
SENIOR SPECIALIST – BRIAN HAMES:  

 Senior Membership: For 2014, as of this a.m. 1,592 members. (495 male; 1,097 female)   

 Happy Hour May 16:  120 attendees.  Informal, finger food, social, band.    

 Future Events:  July Talent Show needs a co-chair and help finding talent.  Probably 
dessert, coffee, tea.  BarBQ Wed. June 18 at noon with a blues band. 

 Member Question:  Why were the volunteers not recognized this year?  Answer:  It is 

planned for August.  

   
MEMBER REPORTS:           

 Marilyn Entin – Trip Update:  On upcoming trip Company won’t return any monies, so 

we’re getting pre-signups to be sure we have adequate number before booking.  Sun. Aug. 

10 to the Hornblower in SF, a 2-hr. champagne lunch cruise, yacht, music, $115. 
 Marilyn Entin – Senior Leadership Advisory Meeting:  Tomorrow at Mayfair.  Marilyn, 

Bill Hubka, and Don House will attend. Our MOU (attached) sent to PRNS.   

 Bill Hubka – MOU (Memorandum of Understanding): (copy distributed)  Explained 

background of current MOU pointing out issues from the Auditor’s report:  (1) the City 

wants to collect and retain our membership dues and (2) wants to control our activities.  If 
the City does not collect and retain our dues, PRNS will not give us discounts for classes.  

Points in the MOU were reviewed.  Our proposal:  (1) our membership will collect our dues 

so we retain control of the money.  How we get the names into the City database will have 

to be determined.  (2) We should retain discounts.  Tracey Gott has not yet provided info: 
re: actual cost of classes as we requested at May 7 Assoc. meeting.  This MOU draft was 

sent to PRNS several weeks ago.  Per Marilyn:  if City discontinues discounts, membership 

will decline dramatically.  Per Johnny Khamis:  This Center deserves autonomy because of 

dedicated leadership.   
 Kermit Olsen – BarBQ Update:  Wed. June 18 at noon; tickets on sale Fri. June 6 at 9:45 

am.  There’s a signup list for volunteers at the desk and also at the exercise group.  Fresh 

flower centerpieces will become door prizes, as will two $25 gift certificates.  Need volunteer 

to assemble a grand prize basket with barbeque things, which would be reimbursed.  Maria 

Stich has notified Almaden Times and the Resident.  A blues band of 2.  Jack Campbell, 
Erin, James and Rosemary handling the kitchen.  The big barbeque is coming from the City. 

 Jim Kuhl – District 10 Leadership Coalition Report:  (attached)  Suggested that we 

make a donation to Johnny Khamis’ July 4 celebration at Almaden Lake.  MOTION: It was 

moved by Jim Kuhl and seconded that the Almaden Sr. Assoc. donate $500 to Johnny 
Khamis’ Fourth of July celebration at Almaden Lake.  Motion carried. He advised expect 

crowds and parking problems.  Suggestion:  e-mail Johnny about having a shuttle from the 

Water Dept. to the Lake.    

Guadalupe Landfill (Dump) will be asking for a permit to install a gas recycling facility next 
door to Quicksilver Park.  He, with the Sierra Club, will make a big political issue of it.  

Volunteer Programs:  San Jose Park Dept. to help maintain the parks; anti-graffiti/anti-litter 

team – free kits provided; Our City Forest will plant trees if you will maintain them.  S.J. 

Library Volunteer Program; Santa Teresa Ridge Development Project – County might buy 
land there and this thing might come to pass.   

 Don House – SeniorNet:  Will recognize 80-some SeniorNet volunteers at a meeting next 

week.  He’s working on a 2015 calendar.  Next registration will be July 5.    

 Nancy Koppel – Friends of the Library:  Book sale of May 3 brought in $4,092, and now  

a donor will match $4,000.  Have about 20 working volunteers every week sorting donations 
and putting in lobby.  Now also have 4 teens.  Star, in the Library-hired lobby café, 

suggests getting umbrellas for the 3 permanent tables in the PRNS-responsible courtyard.  

Discussion.  No decision. 

 
 

 



 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

 Member:  is there a second sponsor for Concert in the Park?  Brian:  No, but possibly an 
anonymous donor will match. 

 Member:  need dishwashers for events.  $50 per person per event.  See Brian. 

 Member:  suggests greenery be put on chain link fence that’s seen through window of the 

Community Room.   
 Bev Temkin:  re:  Brian leaving the Center, do we know when and who will be replacing?  

Hal:  City is hiring 5 new specialists and moving others.  Brian will be moving to Willow 

Glen; no exact date yet, but end of July.  The person coming here will be a new hire; 

second round of interviews (by 4 people) will be week of June 20, hoping for a gerontology 
background and desire to work with seniors.  Could be external hire or internal promotion.  .      

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:07 a.m. The next 

meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 2, 2014, at 9:45 a.m. in the Community Room.  
  

 

 

 

Submitted by      Approval date:  July 2, 2014  
Margery Marble, Secretary     



 

 

 

ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING   
July 02, 2014 

                                           

The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:49 am by 
President, Marilyn Entin in the Community Room. In attendance were Secretary Margery Marble, Recreation 

Supervisor Hal Spangenberg, Senior Specialist Brian Hames, Senior Citizens Commissioner Vince Tarpey, 
Councilmember Johnny Khamis, and Assistant to Councilmember Rayshelle Brant. Members and Visitors: 
Chickie Nemeth, Gordon Alliano, Doreen Morgan, Kermit Olsen, Pat Eagan, Arlene DeMoss, Bev Temkin, 
Stephen Mellors, Larry Saltman, Pat Alligood, JoAnn Leonard, Bea Haddad, Cathy Michelon, Mike Donohoe, 

Robert Roszkowski, Carole Roszkowski, Erin Barclay, Sally A. Sargent, Yujing Pang, and Rich Crowley. 
Absent were Ralph Butterworth, Marlene Duffin, Bill Hubka, and Don House. 
 

The minutes of the June 04, 2014, meeting were distributed, read, and approved as corrected. 
 
TREASURER – BILL HUBKA: (report by Marilyn Entin) 

The June 2014 treasurer’s report (copy attached) was distributed and discussed.  Income 

$3,528.50; expenses $15,059.32 which includes $9,280.45 for the new stage.  Expense for coffee 
always negative; be sure to contribute.   
 

SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

• Congratulations given to Vince on his reappointment to the Senior Citizens Commission. 
• The Senior Nutrition cooking on site will not go into effect at all Centers.   
• City wants the Commission to drop some standing committees.  Commission not in favor.  

• Per Steve Mellors:  Senior Nutrition Program -- City and County serves 800-900 meals per 
day citywide.  PRNS is evaluating a proposal from Bateman to allow cooking beginning Oct. 
1 at the Centers where the program serves meals.  For 2014-15 the Council voted to extend 
the contract with Bateman.    

 

GUEST REPORTS: 

COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS 

• Illegal Fireworks:  4th of July event at Almaden Lake hopefully will cut down on illegal 
fireworks.  Police will monitor hot zones as identified by last year’s complaints; 2 will be in 
this District.  If event is successful, will have every year. 

• City Budget:  Now 2/3 vote required for new bond passing instead of simple majority. 

-- Approved reduced cost to get home remodel permit. Can get the permit immediately. 
-- $16 million for paving maintenance, one-time funding 

• Taxes:  In Aug. new ballot measure for taxes proposed: a general sales vs for a specific 

problem with 2/3 majority approval.  Let him know how you want him to vote.  
 

ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER – RAYSHELLE BRANT  

• National Night Out:  On Tues. Aug 5 for neighborhoods to get together, meet each other, 

to promote involvement in crime prevention.   
 

RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG: 

• Summer Camps:  150 to 200 kids attending here in the Center.    

• Recreation Program Specialist:  9 applicants for the position.  2nd interview yesterday.  
They made a recommendations and hope the person will be on board starting August 4.   

• Capital Improvements:  Last year there were parking lot improvements, upstairs 

improvements, drainage outside repaired.  Let him know any suggestions for next year. 
 

SENIOR SPECIALIST – BRIAN HAMES:  

• Senior Membership: 1,640 members. 

• Memorial Celebration:  For Angela Cefali on Wed. July 9 from 11 to 1:30 pm in the 
Community Room.  Bring memories and/or pictures to share.   



 

 

• Co-chairs for Events:  Still need co-chairs for Oct., Nov., and Dec.  Talent show July 18, 
still looking for talent; tickets on sale now.  No event for Aug.  Cathy Michelon will possibly 

chair a square dance for Sept. Need co-chairs for Oct. (Halloween), November 
(Thanksgiving), and Dec. (members holiday brunch).     

• Concerts:  In Greystone Park start Thurs. July 10 and continue for the 4 Thurs. in July.   
 

MEMBER REPORTS: 

• Marilyn Entin – Sr. Leadership Advisory Meeting:  Meeting yesterday, July 1.  Marilyn, 
Bill Hubka, and Jack Campbell attended.  Each Center had its own agenda.  PRNS current 
proposal (handout attached) wants all Centers treated the same, although each Center is 

unique.  Marilyn explained the history of PRNS wanting our dues money to go to the City, 
our loss of control, and our non-profit status and MOUs.  (See prior meetings’ minutes for 
details.)  Jack Campbell proposed a simple business plan:  there’s a line item on the 

computer; the City staff would collect your money and enter it for membership for the Sr. 
Assoc.  So, the money would go to the City line item. Then at the end of the day when they 
total everything up, they’d press a button saying “transfer”, and the money will be 
transferred to the Senior Association.  This way the member can get a correct receipt and 

the money goes into a separate account. 
The Centers continued with their own issues.  Nothing was decided.  PRNS wrote down the 
issues raised by each Center and said they would come back to us with information on how 

to solve each separate issue.   They won’t respond to our MOU until all of this is taken care 
of.  The next meeting is in Sept.  Johnny Khamis is on our side.  You might want to call 
and/or email all the Council members.  Member question:  Did they ever get back to us on 
the cost of each class?  No.  Hal said he might be able to help move it forward.  Every class 

will have a different cost.  Member:  How much of a deal are you giving us with the 
discount.  Discussion re:  class costs.   
SeniorNet:  Registration is Sat. July 5 at 9 am in the Community Room.                                    
Trip Planning Committee:  No trips in August.  Pat Allgood distributed a list of her 

suggestions for the trip committee (copy attached).  Marlene Duffin will be the liaison with 
the trip committee.   

• Kermit Olsen – All American BBQ:  Held on June 18.  120 tickets were sold . $10 for 

members; $15 non-members.  Co-hosts Jack Campbell and Erin Barclay in charge of the 
kitchen.  Plenty of volunteers.  Duet band, flower centerpieces, raffles.  Thanks to Brian and 
all the volunteers.  Very successful.  (report attached) 
  

OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Bev Temkin announced the 2nd Thurs. Lunch Outing on Thurs. July 10 at Mama Mia’s on 
Hamilton Ave. in Campbell.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:50 a.m. The next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, August 6, 2014, at 9:45 a.m. in Room 3.   
 

 
  
 
Submitted by      Approval date:  August 6, 2014 

Margery Marble, Secretary     



 

 

 

ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING   
August 06, 2014 

                                           

The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:47 am by 
President, Marilyn Entin in Room 03.  In attendance were Co-Vice President Marlene Duffin, Secretary 
Margery Marble, Recreation Supervisor Hal Spangenberg,  Senior Specialist Brian Hames, Recreation 
Specialist Amy Jewett, Senior Citizens Commissioner Vince Tarpey, Councilmember Johnny Khamis, and 
Assistant to Councilmember Rayshelle Brant. Members and Visitors: Chickie Nemeth, Gordon Alliano, 
Doreen Morgan, Kermit Olsen, Pat Eagan, Arlene DeMoss, Bev Temkin, Stephen Mellors, Larry Saltman, Pat 
Alligood, Cathy Michelon, Erin Barclay, Sally A. Sargent, Jim Kuhl, Jeanne Sanders, Mel Grant, Helen Grant, 
Mike Thompson, Arden Weiner, Pat Perkins, Joan Jensen, Monica Bellizzi, Geeta Maniar, Nancy Koppel, Don 
House, Bill Peniston, Barbara Peniston, Laura Randall, Arthur Randall, Venus Phillips, and Neelam Shaw. 
Absent were Co-Vice President Ralph Butterworth and Treasurer Bill Hubka.   
 
The minutes of the July 02, 2014, meeting were distributed and approved as read. 
 
TREASURER – BILL HUBKA: (report by Marilyn Entin) 

The July 2014 treasurer’s report (copy attached) and an added list of notes (copy attached) were 
distributed and discussed.  Income $1,844.34; expenses $3,822.38.  Added notes include be sure 
to pick up your voucher reimbursement checks from the Will Call section of the plastic vertical file 
just inside the office door to the right;  get a board member’s signature on your voucher before 
turning it in to the Treasurer’s box;  envelopes to be deposited in the safe must have completed all 
information requested on the envelope; money will not be returned in cash; make out checks to 
“Almaden Senior Program”.         
 

SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

• Is there a written record of responsibilities for each Association event to assist the successor 
to that responsibility?  Yes, both Bev and Brian have lists.  Some BBQ tickets were held at 
the front desk and no one knew; the result was 30 seats not filled.  Hal will re-instruct 
volunteers and staff at the front desk.  Senior Commission will have a retreat on Aug. 14; 
he asks for topics we might want them to bring up to the City Council.   

• Per Stephen Mellors re:  nutrition.  County runs 34 centers including the 13 in San Jose. 
Average donations: Roosevelt Center averages $0.29 a meal; Milpitas - $2.96; Almaden - 
$2.00.  Several years ago average was $0.98.   

 

GUEST REPORTS: 

COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS 

• July 4 Event:  Thank you to the Association for the donation to the 4th of July Event. About 
20,000 people attended.  They expected 5,000.  Feedback was good with requests to repeat 
it next year.  A marginal decrease in illegal fireworks.  Planning for next yr. with possible 
parking at Oakridge Mall with a shuttle to the Park. Cost was $32,000, $27,000 of which 
came from donations and only $5,000 from public funds. 

• Collection of Senior Membership Dues:  He will be encouraging his colleagues not to 
accept the City Auditor’s report.  After speaking with the City Mgr., he has not heard any 
movement on changing the rules.   

• Taxes:  There will be no new taxes on the Nov. ballot.  Both a general sales tax and a 
dedicated safety tax, which he supported, were defeated.  This year there were some extra 
revenues to give employees a 3% increase except for police and fire.  Police got 11% over  
1½ years; Fire didn’t get any because they didn’t come to the negotiation table.                             

• Academies:  28 new community service officers being trained; should be finished by Oct.  
In Oct. should be grand-opening the police southern station to be used as a training facility 
for police, to house the community service officers, and to be a place to report crimes.   

• National Night Out:  Last night.  Successful.  He attended 5 events.  Thank you to 
Rayshelle, who also played in a band.  Also, 300 backpacks were donated.   



 

 

• Soccer Fields:  Off of Santa Teresa and Allen should be open the end of Aug. with a grand 
opening in Sept.  Made possible by a $4 million donation from Almaden resident Patty 
O’Malley.  Suggests sign up for his District 10 Newsletter at    district10@sanjoseca.gov        

• Property tax:  He is being asked to co-sponsor legislation on the next ballot to add $24 to 
your property parcel tax for 15 years for the Santa Clara County Open Space Authority, 
which buys land for parks.  Let him know if you support a tax.  Will generate $80 million a 
year.  Question:  will that be senior-exempt?  He doesn’t know but will find out.   

• Copenhagen trip:  Chosen by mayor to go to Copenhagen in 2 weeks to learn about 
bicycle trails.  He wants to connect Los Alamitos bicycle trail with the Guadalupe bicycle trail 
– a 5 mile stretch, one of his major goals of being in office.  Working with several people 
and the Bicycle Coalition.  Already have $500,000 for the environmental study. 

• Member:  suggestion to encourage biking to the 4th of July event.  Answer:  The Bicycle 
Coalition would do a bike valet if they had enough volunteers.  They also had vans for a 
shuttle, but no volunteers to drive. 

• Member:  Almaden Expressway center divider watering: suggestion to get and use the 
20,000 gal. tanker trucks with recycled water.  Answer:  The County is responsible, and 
they don’t want to fix the sprinkler system.  Maybe Mike Wasserman would be a contact.  
Rotary Club will be planting and maintaining from McAbee to Coleman.  Discussion re:           

 

ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER – RAYSHELLE BRANT  

• Finance Committee:  Meets on the third Thurs. of every month at 1:30 p.m.     
 

RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG: 

• Sound System:  Main project is updating the sound system in the Community Room. 
• Plants:  Will be putting plants on fence outside Community Room as suggested by a 

member at prior meeting.  Let Hal know if you have any other suggestions.   
• New Recreation Specialist:  Amy Jewett, began work here on 8/4.  Knowledgeable and 

experienced with senior programs and desire to work with seniors.  Per Amy: She studied 
psychology and kinesiology.  Health and wellness a top priority.  Worked with different non-
City senior centers before in San Jose.  Looking forward to meeting everyone. 

• Member request:  get lights in Community Room cleaned. Answ.  That is done when they 
replace the lights.  Hal will check.  Member:  Also, reestablish connection in Community 
Room so can watch TV.   

• Question:  Is there a skirt for the back of the new stage?  Answer:  None was provided; and 
there was not one on the old stage.  The handrails will be installed.   

• Member question re: class in Community Room not allowing volunteers to enter until 11:15 
on Fridays.  Answer:  Hal will check.  

 

SENIOR SPECIALIST – BRIAN HAMES:  

• His Last Day at Almaden:  Thank you to everyone.   
• July Talent Show:  80 attendees; 7 performers; wonderful appetizers; enjoyed by all.   
• Senior Membership:  For 2014, 1,676 members to date.   

 
MEMBER REPORTS: 

• Marilyn Entin – Event Update:  Sept. 16 Mexican Independence Day Fiesta - Erin Barclay 
and RoseMary McDermid are co-chairs.   Oct 7 Diwali Festival of Lights - Ramesh, Vita, Eula 
are interested.  Nov. 19 Thanksgiving Feast  - no co-chairs.  Dec. 11 Holiday Brunch – no 
co-chairs.  Erin will coordinate and help anyone interested.  Bev will help Erin in Dec.  

• Marlene Duffin – Trip Planning:  Pat Alligood has put together a trip approval form to be 
filled out, and correct, before the Board accepts any more expenses.  She worked with 
Kanen Tours.  Committee wants to reach out to the Assoc. to get more people involved and 
anyone who wants to be in charge of a trip; it can move from leader to leader.  It doesn’t 
have to be restricted to just one, two, or three people.  On Aug. 27 Alicia Kanen from Kanen 
Tours will come and present.  (Flyer distributed.)  Don House will be at the meeting.  
Feedback will help us see how we can keep trips going within the Comm. Ctr. if at all 
possible. 



 

 

• Sally Sargent – Trips:  Carmel on Tues. Sept. 16, a walk and guided tour by Gael 
Gallagher, Kanen Tours is planning it; lunch on your own, $70.  The July Casino trip:  53 
people went.  Feedback was positive.  Carmel trip is same day as Fiesta event.  Sally will 
change the date.  MOTION:  It was moved by Marlene Duffin and seconded that $2,070 be 
provided for the Carmel trip bus fare on a Sept. date to be decided.  Motion carried.  Per 
Marilyn: the Dec. trip is postponed for now. 

• Bev Temkin – Thursday Lunch Group:  2nd Thurs. every month an out-to-lunch group for 
the purpose of people getting acquainted with people from the Community Center and to try 
different restaurants in the area.  Are people still interested?  Participation has decreased.  
Requests suggestions.  (1) create poster or flyer; put it on lobby TV screen, (2) put on the 
easel at the front door, (3) put your (Bev’s) name and phone number, (4) have restaurant 
issue individual checks, (5) limit food choice, figure amt., chg. everyone same, e.g., $20 
cash, then one person pays bill (discussion re:), (6) put description of group in next 
Newsletter, (7) have Amy attend, (8) have Tess announce at Morning Stretch.  In past 
group has gone to the Mission College culinary trainees.  Bev goes to a restaurant in 
advance to check out.  This group wants her to continue the Lunch Group. 

• Nancy Koppel – Friends of the Library:  Past 2 weeks thefts seen in Friends of the 
Library lobby book sale area.  One day older, gray-haired woman stole 30 children’s books  
Another report of a middle-aged, black-haired lady who took 5 books.  Please observe 
closely if you see and then describe to the front desk.  Per Hal, has work order in for lobby 
camera; will try to point at Café and lobby.  Nancy will ask a Library person to make 
another large sign.  A suggestion:  if anyone nearby has cell phone, snap a picture.   
Pre-Holiday Book Sale:  Erin made flyers.  On Mon. Sept. 8 early morning in area by 
Library doors. Most books are $0.50 or $1.00.  Cookbooks, decorating, adult and children 
Christmas books.  

• Jim Kuhl – District 10 Leadership Coalition Report:   There has been no meeting.  The 
next one will be in Sept.  They had a BBQ.  Sam Liccardo was there; Jim discussed our 
membership dues problem, and Sam said he’d work with Johnny.  Per Johnny, they invited 
councilmember Magdalena Carrasco to their next meeting.  He wants more councilmembers 
to be aware of our issues.  Dave Fadness, prior chairman for years, had a severe accident 
and is paralyzed.  Pat McMahon is taking his place.   

• Don House - SeniorNet:  No classes June and early July; purchased and installed all new 
computers in the Lab. with Windows 7, 8, and 8.1.  Registration July 5; of 18 classes 
offered, 6 are new.  Demand for “Using Windows 8.1” so great, required two classes, both 
of which are full.  After 7/5 registration, 157 seats filled; now 214 seats filled.  Can register 
by phone.  Great volunteers creating classes, e.g., “Excel - Not Just for Numbers”.  The 
classes in iPad and iPhone are well attended.  Can check class schedule at   snlcsj.org   Click 
on Almaden and then Current Classes.  Also, can request Mailer be sent to you. 
  

OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Marilyn Entin announced the next meeting of the Senior Leadership Group with PRNS is 
Thurs. Aug. 21, 10 a.m. to 12.  Loc. TBD.  The next meeting will be in Sept. here at 
Almaden.  After this Aug. meeting we will have feedback on PRNS’ dealing with issues of 
each Center individually.  Then our members might have input to give Marilyn for next 
meeting. 
   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:12 a.m. (1 hr. 25 min.)  The 
next meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 3, 2014, in Room 4. 
 
 
 
  
Submitted by      Approval date:  09/03/2014  
Margery Marble, Secretary     



 

 

 
ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING   

September 03, 2014 
                                           

The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:45 am by 
President, Marilyn Entin. In attendance were Co-Vice Presidents Marlene Duffin and Ralph Butterworth, 
Treasurer Bill Hubka, Secretary Margery Marble, Recreation Supervisor Hal Spangenberg, Recreation 
Specialist Amy Jewett, Councilmember Johnny Khamis, Assistant to Councilmember Rayshelle Edmunds.  
Members & Visitors: Chickie Nemeth, Gordon Alliano, Doreen Morgan, Venus Phillips, Arden Weiner, Pat 
Eagan, Nancy Koppel, Don House, Arlene DeMoss, Bev Temkin, Stephen Mellors, Jeanne Sanders, Rich 
Sanders, Mike Montanari, Betty McGowan, Laura Randall, Art Randall, Mary Sheehan, Ramesh Varshney,  
Pat Perkins, Erin Barclay, and Joan Jensen. 
 
The minutes of the August 06, 2014, meeting were distributed, read, and approved. 
 
TREASURER – BILL HUBKA: 
The August 2014 treasurer’s report (copy attached) was distributed and discussed.  Income 
$845.26; expenses $955.68.  Riso copy machine lease/service contract reinstated. Received $400 
bill for a master ledger and ink, which we have never received before. Hal will look into it.  Riso 
billed $399 service contract for one year, a change from the current monthly billing.                                                                  
 
SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

• Not present at the meeting.   
 
GUEST REPORTS: 

COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS: 
• Copenhagen Trip:  Knight Foundation sent to Copenhagen to study their bicycle usage and 

programs -- parks, building design, garbage, low income housing.  He will publish report in 
his Newsletter.  He wants to connect Los Alamitos bicycle trail and Guadalupe trail -- five 
mile. Several corporations will donate some of the money.    

• Soccer Fields:  Along Allen are now open and can be booked by appointment. From a $4 
million donation by private District 10 citizen Patty O’Malley. Fields will be named after her.  

• Sound Wall Painting:  Continues this Sat. at 8:00 a.m. Santa Teresa between Kohl’s 
shopping center and Blossom Avenue with supplies and 5 volunteers from Orchard Supply. 

• Kiwanis will clean Parma Park on Sat. 9/27 at noon for 2½ hrs.  Everyone is welcome. 
• Parcel Tax:  Survey responses re: $24/yr. parcel tax for Open Space Authority do not 

equal 67% needed to pass, so he will not endorse it.  Does not know yet if such a tax would 
be senior exempt.   

• ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER – RAYSHELLE EDMUNDS:  
• Nothing additional to report. 

 
RECREATION SPECIALIST – AMY JEWETT:   

• Senior Membership:  For 2014 -- 1,703 members. 
• Disaster Preparation and Awareness:  Friday, Nov. 7, right after nutrition, from 12:30 

to 1:30 p.m. to be followed by Veterans Day Event. 
• Veterans Day Event:  Friday Nov. 7 mostly organized by Bill Hubka, barbershop quartet, 

color guard, poem “In Flanders Fields” at 1:30 p.m.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG:   

• Rock Program:  After school, 100 kids enrolled here of over 200 city-wide.  Also started 
new preschool program 8/25 through June for 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds.   

• Project outside Community Room:  Beautifying the fence has been completed. 
• Sound System in Community Room:  He wants to replace whole 7-yr.-old system rather 

than repair.  Hasn’t received quote yet because have to wait for one vendor. The 
replacement matrix unit is still on order.    



 

 

• Harvest Festival:  8th annual: Sat. Oct. 25 from 10 – 2 p.m.  Bake sale, pumpkin patch, 
haunted hallway.  Usually about 3000 people attend.   

• Planning to get new cart and TV to replace those now in Room 4.    
  

SENIOR RESOURCE DIRECTOR in S.C. CO. for Episcopal Senior Communities – KENNY 
RAMIREZ: 

• Senior Center Without Walls, free programs for homebound seniors to connect with others 
by phone.  Also, Elderwise, a companionship program that pairs a volunteer with a senior 
twice a month for several hrs.  Neither is in Santa Clara Co. now.  You can phone the 
Oakland phone (877) 797-7299 and still participate.  His office in downtown San Jose. 

• Also, Resolve, similar to Senior Center Without Walls, but for veterans.  Group therapy 
sessions via free conference phone line.   

MEMBER REPORTS: 
• Mary Sheehan – Play:  In Spring. Working on new script.  Written and performed by 

people here. (Many people here at the meeting).  Raised a lot of money at past plays.  
• Don House – Trip Committee Meeting:  Held 8/27 in Room 3.  About 15 people attended 

including Pat, Sally, Marilyn and Don.  Alicia Niskanen from Kanen Tours presented 
information on trips they have provided for other Centers and IBM.  Mainly day trips; some 
overnights.  Use Royal Coach, West Valley Coach Co., 56-passenger coaches.  They do not 
have contracts; do have a state sellers license and insurance.   
     In past, Angela worked directly with the coach company, not through a tour company, 
which takes a commission - about $500 on the first trip.  The committee is trying to get 
their feet on the ground.   

• Don House – SeniorNet:  Are in last week of current session – 221 seats filled (200 seats 
is a good session).  Mailers sent and put in lobby for next session (9/21 – 11/21) with 18 
classes, 5 are new.  Only 4 sessions this year vs. 5 sessions past 10 years.  Next session a 
week after Jan. 3. They’re working on 2015 calendar.  Same calendar as Willow. 

• Don House/Marilyn Entin – Senior Leadership Meeting Report:  Working on 1-year 
MOU for what happens with our membership fees.  Meeting last Thurs. at City Hall; another  
one tomorrow 9/4 here.  Don attended plus representatives from Cypress and 7 Trees (the 
3 non-profits).  Good rapport with City representatives.  “The City” is represented here by 
Amy and Hal.  As of now, City will continue to collect our membership fees, put in a 
separate account, and send us back, 100%, a check 4 times a year, those times to be 
decided.  Maybe Dec., Jan., Feb., and July.   
     Advantages to having our funds handled this way:  (1) still get senior discount, (2) get a 
membership card, (3) get better financial tracking and we still can control our expenditures, 
(4) member gets a receipt showing $10 paid.  Disadvantages:  temporarily fees are out of 
our control, they’re sitting in an account, but that acct. is well managed – by Amy and Hal.  
Seems to be a win-win situation.  Still working on the details.  If there is an Assoc. member 
lawyer in contract law, we’d appreciate some help with the legal language in the MOU. 
Marilyn – We will probably have to buy liability insurance for our Assoc. because that’s one 
of the issues in the MOU.  A blanket insurance to cover any wrongdoing – not very 
expensive.  The Assoc. is a separate entity from the City.  Marlene Duffin has info re: 
insurance for non-profits from her research for the trip waiver.  Per Nancy – Friends of the 
Library in same situation re: insurance.  City legal is looking into that for them.   
     Per Mike Montanari:  5 years ago local district Kiwanis figured they were liable for any 
decision they made that might harm anyone.  After reviewing cases in which people were 
harmed, they decided to get insurance.  Since, internationally there have been challenges, 
and the insurance covered the liability of the officers.  Please take this seriously.  You can 
be sued individually. The cost is reasonable.  He will find out the name of their insurance co. 
and let us know. 

• Erin Barclay – Events:  Mexican Independence Day Fiesta: Tues. 9/16 at 2 p.m. menu 
prepared by RoseMary McDermid and the kitchen group including Arden Weiner and Erin.  
Mariachi group; raffle. Tickets on sale Fri. 9/5.  $10 for members; $15 non-members.  
Diwali – Festival of the Lights:  Indian celebration, 10/17.  Ramesh is chairman.  
Thanksgiving Turkey Luncheon:  11/19, full lunch, entertainment, raffle.  Holiday Brunch:  



 

 

12/11; Bev Temkin, chairperson.  No longer having a Rotary lunch in Dec.  Looking for ideas 
for next year June and July.  Jan. is soup party by Arden; Feb. Big Band Bash by Betty.  
Looking for new ideas and new people to help, once a month except Aug.  Contact any of 
these people.  Member suggestion:   Check with Bateman to be sure they aren’t having a 
turkey lunch on the same day. 

• Bev Temkin – Lunch Group:  Thurs. 9/11 to Cinnabar Hills at 11:30; preselect on menu 
at front desk.  Bev will phone night before with $ amount, which will include tax and 
gratuity; they don’t give separate checks.  You’ll have to pay separately for a drink.     

• Marlene Duffin – Senior Trips Report:  Carmel signup registration form in the Sept. 
Newsletter.  The trip committee arranged the Thunder Valley Casino trip, 10/9, with San 
Jose Charter and coordinated with Bill Hubka.  Requests approval for cost of bus $1,140.    
MOTION: It was moved by Erin Barclay and seconded that $1,140 be provided for the 
Thunder Valley Casino trip bus fare on 10/9/14.  Motion carried. 

• Nancy Koppel - Friends of the Library:  Pre-holiday mini book sale Mon. 9/8. Cash and 
checks; books are mostly $0.50 and $1.00.  Last month lobby book sales $677; still looking 
for the lady who took the children’s books.  Online sales from textbooks $129.    

• Bill Hubka – Public Relations Person:  Current PR person has health issues and cannot 
continue.  Need replacement to coordinate with newspapers, the events chairpersons, the 
website person.  Contact Bill. 

 
OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Marilyn Entin:  The Handwork for Others group, formerly Knit and Crochet group, will have 
their annual boutique on Dec. 3.     

• Member question for Amy:  What’s happened with the Sept. Newsletters?  Answer:  We’re 
waiting on the ink.  She will phone the supplier this a.m.   

• Member question:  Who has the senior nutrition website; their price information is old.  He 
Googled nutrition information for Almaden.   Amy will find out.  

• Kenny Ramirez will be creating a home-sharing model for S. C. Co. in the next few months. 
• If anyone knows the honor guard at the senior lunch a few years ago, advise Bill Hubka.                   

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:55 a.m.  The next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, October 1, 2014, at 9:45 a.m. in Room 4. 
  
 
Submitted by      Approval date: October 01, 2014 
Margery Marble, Secretary     



 

 

 
ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING   

October 1, 2014 
                                           

The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:48 am by 
President, Marilyn Entin. In attendance were Co-Vice President Marlene Duffin, Treasurer Bill Hubka, 
Secretary Margery Marble, Recreation Specialist Amy Jewett, Councilmember Johnny Khamis, Assistant  
to Councilmember Rayshelle Edmunds.  Members & Visitors: Gordon Alliano, Doreen Morgan, Venus  
Phillips, Pat Eagan, Nancy Koppel, Don House, Chickie Nemeth, Bev Temkin, Stephen Mellors, Jeanne 
Sanders, Rich Sanders, Betty McGowan, Erin Barclay, Jim Kuhl, Jaime Fearer, Monica Bellizzi, Pat  
Alligood, Nadine Ambrose, Mike Donohoe and Rich Crowley.  Absent was Co-Vice President Ralph 
Butterworth. 
 
The minutes of the September 3, 2014, meeting were distributed, read, and approved. 
 
TREASURER – BILL HUBKA: 
The September 2014 treasurer’s report (copy attached) was distributed and discussed.  Income 
$2,266.14; expenses $1,899.73. Several empty membership dues envelopes can be addressed 
after the money handling policy is changed.  Monies for the two trips haven’t been finalized yet.                                                                  
 
SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

• Not present at the meeting. 
 

GUEST REPORTS: 
COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS: 

• Crime:  Despite mailers to the contrary, and although crime was higher to 2012, actually 
crime is down 12% in 2013 and 9% in 2014.  Council approved delaying 4% take-away 
from police and fire paychecks for 1½ years; passed that a retired police officer can be 
rehired and collect retirement, simultaneously (Now it’s up to the unions to implement if 
they want to); graduated 3 police academies this year; restored the 10% pay cut from 
2009.  Unions rejected both a triple pay for multilingual officers and doubling of education 
pay. Have 25 new community service officers.  Just passed zoning changes for marijuana 
dispensaries to be farther from schools, rehab centers and residences, from about 126 to 26 
locations.  But because of anti signature campaign, it will placed on 2016 ballot.   

• Wall Painting – on Santa Teresa, 4th wall completed. Working with County on Almaden 
Expwy median between Coleman and McAbee to add a welcome-to-Almaden sign, supported 
by      organizations and J. Khamis’ office.   

• 2015 July 4 Celebration – Planning begun; need volunteers and donors. Question re: 
County watering the Almaden divider with recycled water.  He will find out.  He’s working 
with County and has asked local clubs to donate and/or maintain.        
   
ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER – RAYSHELLE EDMUNDS:  

• Nothing additional to report.  Question re: adding more handicapped parking. It was 
checked a year ago with DOT and Parks staff, and at that time it wasn’t an option because 
ratio of regular to handicapped was o.k.  Since it’s been requested again, she will look into 
it.  Also, additional signage at Bose to direct cars into the lot.  Another question:  parents 
are parking in lot for the school and fast driving, danger for seniors and kids.  Suggest a 
sign to say not a drop-off point.      

 
RECREATION SPECIALIST – AMY JEWETT:   

• Senior Membership:  For 2014 -- 1,728 members.  2015 sales start Nov. 1. 
• Harvest Festival – Sat. Oct. 25 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Need baked goods for the sale; 

deliver Fri. Oct. 24 to the conference room.  Put note on goods if needs refrigeration and if 
contains nuts.  Contact Bev or Amy to volunteer for selling on 10/25.  Bev will announce at 
Morning Stretch.   



 

 

• Volunteer Appreciation Event – Sat. Nov. 8.  Invitation only.  Asking for the volunteers 
to let her know so they can receive invitation.  Not only for Seniors.   

• Project Update – Still waiting for a quote for the Community Room sound system.  
Question re: progress in getting video camera in lobby facing café.  She will ask Hal. 

  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG:  

• Not present at meeting. 
 
PLANNING AND POLICY MANAGER, CALIFORNIA WALKS – JAIME FEARER : 

• (handout attached) A Statewide Pedestrian Advocacy Organization.  In S.C. County.  San 
Jose Steps Coalition, Senior Speed Zone Campaign to encourage seniors to get involved in 
advising City of needed pedestrian safety areas.   Signage, reduce speed limit around a 
senior facility to 25 mph (no funding or enforcement).  To encourage City to start a pilot 
program, do advocacy training.  She would like to return and do training. Discussion.  
Suggestion:  hire someone to police the area during school; have a police car there at the 
beginning of the school year.  Marilyn suggested she get a meeting scheduled with Amy.  
  

MEMBER REPORTS:  
• Pat Alligood – Trip Update:  Distributed approval form for 12/17/14 San Francisco trip, 

with Kanen insurance letter on the back. (I do not have the insurance side.)  She says there 
is a contract. (Per Marilyn, we want to get liability insurance for the Board members before 
this trip, so include that in money approval motion.)  MOTION: It was moved by Stephen 
Mellors and seconded that $2,550 be provided for the San Francisco trip bus fare on 
12/17/14 pending insurance liability coverage for the Board members before the trip. 
Motion carried pending liability insurance coverage.  Per Bill Hubka, he received e-mail from 
San Jose Charter; Pat had sent them a request for trips for next year.  Since the trip 
program is suspended after Dec. unless someone with professional trip experience 
volunteers to take over, Bill will call San Jose Charter and tell them. 

• Marlene Duffin – Liability Insurance:  Researching 5 companies for Directors and 
Officers insurance.  (1) Specialty Risk Insurance - $400/yr. (2) CIMA – minimum $800.  (3) 
Non-Profit Insurance Alliance of Calif. - $600.  (4) National Trust – awaiting bid.  (5) NIS – 
submitted info to them, awaiting reply.  All for $1 million coverage.  She will present the 
findings to the Board.  

• Erin Barclay – Events Update:  On 9/16 Fiesta in celebration of Mexican Independence 
Day ; delicious home-cooked food; mariachi music; raffle, beautiful decorations; many 
volunteers.  Very well received.  Diwali scheduled for Oct. cancelled because of scheduling 
difficulties.  Oktoberfest – on Fri. 10/17 at 2:00 p.m.  Rich and Jeanne Sanders co-chairs.  
German beer tasting with 4 different beers, German food and music. Have volunteers, are 
asking Bateman to have nutrition lunch in different room  

• Bev Temkin – Nominations; Thursday Lunch:  We need a new secretary and a new 
treasurer for the next 2 years beginning in Jan.  Would like people interested in and with 
familiarity with our group. Please consider helping us out by running for office.  Talk to Bev, 
Erin, or Amy.  Marilyn announced this at both Morning Stretch groups today.   
Thurs. Lunch Group – at Aqui on Snell and Blossom Hill on 10/9 at 11:30 a.m.  Sign up at 
Lobby desk. Amy will be there.  Last month 30 people attended. 

• Don House – SeniorNet:  Are in first week of this session.  Two classes completely filled:  
Cloud Computing and Windows 8.1, so created a second Cloud class with still some 
openings.  Now 206 seats filled with 200 being a good session. More seats will fill by the 
middle of the month. 

• Bill Hubka – Public Relations Volunteer; Veterans Day:  Still need a new PR person for 
the Senior Association; let him know.  Veterans Day celebration on Fri. 11/7 at 1:30 p.m.  
Bateman will be serving shortribs at the senior lunch followed by an hour Earthquake 
Preparedness presentation; then the Veterans Day event with a barbershop quartet, Betty 
McGowan to recite poetry, possibly an honor guard.  Members thanked Bill for arranging this 
event.    



 

 

• Nancy Koppel - Friends of the Library:  Next big Book Sale is Sat., 11/1 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. They have 250 boxes of books, so might have an additional table or two 
outside the Community Room.  Last week received 32 boxes of almost-new books from one 
family, mostly non-fiction and history.  

• Jim Kuhl – District 10 Coalition Report:  Meeting was on 9/20/14.  (Detailed report 
attached.)  Residential robbery number one problem in our area, increased in last year; 
40% by street gangs ages 15 – 19 years.  Copper theft from schools #2 problem.  Boulder 
Ridge Golf Club wants to expand with a 3-story fitness center and swimming pool.  County 
voters will decide on Nov. 4 whether to change the definition and zoning of golf clubs.  
Arguments against:  original specification was for no expansion; increased traffic; and 
increased noise.  Environmental Impact Report inadequate for ascetic impacts, scenic and 
noise; they are pro-development oriented.  Johnny Khamis stopped the Guadalupe Landfill 
Gas Recovery Facility Expansion proposal suggesting an alternate site; it is not known if it 
will be accepted.  Notify your Councilmember with concerns.  Sanitary sewer repiping will 
begin in Sept. on Camden, Almaden Expwy, and Coleman from Almaden to Camden; also 
Blossom Hill. 
 

OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
• Question:  How many people do we have trained to use the defibrillators (one is mounted 

on the wall to the right of the lobby desk, and the other is upstairs mounted to the left of 
the elevator)?  Amy said she is, and she will check with Hal. 

• October 9 is Thunder Valley Casino trip. 
• November Thanksgiving Dinner is Wed., Nov. 19.  Co-chair is Lisa Olsen. 
• December Holiday Brunch date changed to Sat. Dec. 6 at 11:00 a.m.   

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:09 a.m.  The next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, November 5, 2014, at 9:45 a.m. in Room 4. 
  
 
Submitted by      Approval date: November 3, 2014 
Margery Marble, Secretary     



 

 

 
ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING   

November 5, 2014 
                                           

The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:48 am by Co- 
Vice President Ralph Butterworth.  In attendance were Treasurer Bill Hubka, Secretary Margery Marble, 
Recreation Specialist Amy Jewett, Senior Citizens Commissioner Vince Tarpey, Councilmember Johnny 
Khamis, and Assistant to Councilmember Rayshelle Edmunds.  Members & Visitors: Gordon Alliano,  
Doreen Morgan, Venus Phillips, Nancy Koppel, Chickie Nemeth, Bev Temkin, Stephen Mellors, Jeanne 
Sanders, Rich Sanders, Betty McGowan, Erin Barclay, Arlene DeMoss, Kermit Olsen, Laura Randall,  
Lillian Grimes, Arden Weiner, Barbara Kahnberg, Carole Roszkowski, Bea Haddad, and Sally Sargent.  
Absent were Co-Vice President Marlene Duffin, Recreation Supervisor Hal Spangenberg, and Advisor  
Don House. 
 
Ralph announced that Marilyn Entin has resigned as president for personal reasons.   
 
The minutes of the October 1, 2014, meeting were distributed, read, and approved. 
 
TREASURER – BILL HUBKA: 
The October 2014 treasurer’s report (copy attached) was distributed and discussed.  Income 
$3,073.47; expenses $3,557.32.  Trip refunds completed.  2015 membership dues begin 11/1; City 
will be collecting.  Amy will provide us with membership list and amounts each month.                                                                    
 
SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

• On Nov. 14 Sr. Citizens Commission will meet with VTA to discuss preserving senior seating 
on VTA. 

• On Nov. 18 City Council will vote to restrict bike riding on some downtown city streets and 
sidewalks, which police support.  Distributed sheets to sign in support of the ordinance.   
 

GUEST REPORTS: 
COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS: 

• 21 graduates from police academy this Friday.  But sidewalk bike riding will probably be 
complaint driven.   

•  Because the marijuana collective people gathered enough signatures to get a vote to 
overturn the Council’s restrictive ordinance on marijuana sales locations, the Council, 
yesterday, voted to put it on 2016 ballot rather than hold an expensive special election now. 

• Santa will come to Oakridge Mall via helicopter on Nov. 15 at 9:30 am near Sears.  Johnny  
will be there to greet him. 

• VTA board will report at meeting this Thurs. their strategy for ensuring seniors have priority 
over bicyclists.  Also this Thurs. VTA will vote to add a HOT lane (High Occupancy Toll) on 
Hgwy 85 each way from 101 to 280.  Saratoga and Cupertino people not in favor.  Most of 
money will come from Federal government.  Please attend and speak up.  Meeting at 5:30 
pm on Thursday at the County Chambers on 70 W. Hedding. 

• He voted 2 weeks ago to accept the Senior Audit report on the mishandling of money by 
other Centers.  They created criteria for handling money.  He agreed we have to handle 
money in an accountable way.  He had worked to delay the vote twice; his colleagues said 
they were going to vote whether he did or not.  Instead of having them accept the whole 
report and let Parks dictate what’s going on, he asked in the vote to have Parks work 
together with the 3 non-profit Centers to make the MOU an amicable agreement.  The City 
attorney came here to a meeting; there should be a good understanding.  He’s committed 
to working with us and the City so both are agreeable and transparent. 

• Per Stephen Mellors:  Nutrition participants resent being told lunches will be cooked on site 
beginning Jan. 20 and about 75 signed a petition to that effect.  They don’t want a change.  
Per Rayshelle:  She spoke with Tracey; the way they communicated this change wasn’t 
good.  The intention was having a cook on site makes the food quality better.  Our site 
mgr., Jackie, would be here along with the cook.  She told Tracy if they don’t want it, don’t 



 

 

do it.  Johnny said he’d tell Tracey to leave program catered as it is now.  (Issue of the 
Events people not being allowed in the kitchen to prepare for events has been resolved.  
Bateman will serve lunch upstairs.)  
Member suggestion:  survey the senior membership and find out how many people who eat 
here would prefer to have food cooked here.  Implementation wouldn’t start until Jan. 20.  
Johnny will advise to hold off implementing on-site cooking unless survey results show 
overwhelmingly in favor of on-site cooking.  Amy will work with Stephen and put a survey 
form in the December Newsletter.   
ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER – RAYSHELLE EDMUNDS:  

• Nothing additional to report.   
• Re:  request last month for increased handicapped parking and signs to notify parents and 

students, she hasn’t heard back from DOT but will continue working on it and let us know.  
Per a member:  10 mph sign at Bose entrance is covered by tree leaves.  Also pathway to 
the school is really overgrown.  Rayshelle will handle.     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG:  

• Not present at meeting  
 

RECREATION SPECIALIST – AMY JEWETT:   
• Senior Membership:  For 2014 -- 1,748 members.  2015 sales start Nov. 1. 
• Harvest Festival –On Oct. 25 a great success.  Gross income $3500; 25 boutique vendors.   
• Volunteer Appreciation Event – Changed to Sat. Nov. 22 at 2:00 pm.  Asks for funding 

of $600.  MOTION:  It was moved by Betty McGowan and seconded that the Association 
provide $600 to help fund the Volunteer Appreciation event on 11/22/14.  Motion carried.                                                         

• Thanksgiving Dinner:  On Wed. Nov. 19 at 2:00 pm.  So far 73 tickets sold.  Co-chair Lisa 
Olsen.  Signup downstairs for volunteers.  Meal will be catered.  Games with prizes.  Raffles.     

• Project Update – Part of sound system replaced.  Will check with Hal re: next step.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
MEMBER REPORTS: 

• Ralph thanked the Travel Committee (Sally Sargent, Bea Haddad, and Pat Alligood) for their   
          work to reestablish the program.  

• Rich and Jeanne Sanders – Oktoberfest: 10/17/14 - Had only 3 weeks’ notice because 
Diwali festival was cancelled.  Food, decorations, beer stein/flowers centerpieces, menu 
card, many volunteers, income $1800 from raffle and tickets, spent $892 plus food cost.  
Worked with BevMo re: beer choices, had place mats with beer names and description, 3 
oz. samples of 4 different beers (84 bottles), musician William DeMichelis, member of 
Silicon Valley Accordion Society, charged $150, digital accordion.  Had to hire a policeman.   

• Bev Temkin and Erin Barclay – Nomination Committee:  They are not getting 
volunteers to run for offices Secretary and Treasurer.  The Board will appoint a president.    
If you are even a little bit interested, see Erin or Bev. 

• Bev Temkin – Updates:  Bake Sale:  10/25/14 - 35 people donated; raised $661.  Thurs. 
Lunch Group:  on Nov. 13 at the new Panera on Cottle Rd.  Sign up at front desk.  Holiday 
Brunch:  on Sat. Dec. 6 at 11:00 am.  Details will be forthcoming. 

• Ralph Butterworth - SeniorNet:  no update. 
• Nancy Koppel – Friends of the Library:  Book sale 11/1/14 raised $4,495 donated 

directly to the library.  Do not know if there will be another sale. 
• Bill Hubka – Updates:  Still need a PR person.  Veterans Day activity on Nov. 7 with honor 

guard from S.C. Univ. ROTC program, barbershop quartet.  
Sr. Leadership Meeting on 10/23/14 at City Hall hosted by Tracey Gott who wants to 
establish city-wide senior activities and wants support from all of the Associations.  Ideas – 
a Black and White Ball at the City Hall rotunda, a weekend camping trip in Yosemite, 50-
plus games associated with an active-aging week, in May (older Americans month) – a 
health fair and walk, formerly at History Park.  Also, wants city-wide communication 
improvement -- handout of list of activities available at each Community Center (copy 
attached).  Also, brought attention to website  sanjoseca.gov  showing activities and 
classes of 50-plus with possible future direct links to (eg) Almadenseniors.org.   



 

 

Nancy Koppel noticed no notary service offered at any Center; can we get one?  Amy will 
look into it.  
City Council meeting on 10/21/14 – 4 people spoke against the City Audit.  MOU not 
specifically discussed.  Since then, the Board met with Molly Dent, a City attorney, PRNS 
people, Amy.  Three ways to go: plan A – sign MOU as they have presented it to us (not in 
our best interest);  plan B – do nothing, not sign anything, but effects are unknown; plan C 
– delete the part relating to the City giving us the membership money, letting the City 
collect and retain the dues and getting rid of City requirements for bookkeeping and 
auditing our records and establishing a specific accounting procedure  and other things in 
there that wouldn’t be there if we let the City keep the money.  He wants the Board to 
meet again with the City attorney and PRNS Suzanne Wolfe to get something nailed down, 
hopefully within a couple of weeks.  
Per Rayshelle:  this MOU would be for the 3 non-profit Assoc. who could individualize it by 
attaching their bylaws. The attorney was to have gotten back with us on the positives and 
negatives of plan B above.  We haven’t heard a response from the attorney yet as a result 
of the last meeting.  Rayshelle will follow up with her. 

• Jim Kuhl – District 10 Coalition:  not present at meeting. 
 

OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
• Member reported dangerous situation on Camden Ave. with removed striping.  Per Johnny, 

it’s on the slate to be repaved, postponed because shortage of asphalt plus cannot repave if 
it’s raining.  Rayshelle will follow up and email a response to this member.  Johnny urged 
everyone to contact his office to report any dangerous situations and not wait for an 
Association meeting.   

• Per Ralph:  Senior Play auditions on Nov. 17 from 3 to 5 pm in Community Room. 
• November 7 - Earthquake Preparedness Presentation at 1 pm.  Followed by Veterans Day. 
• November 12 – Pedestrian Safety Presentation at 10 am. 
• December 3 – Handiwork for Others Holiday Boutique from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:24 a.m.  The next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, December 3, 2014, at 9:45 a.m. in Room 4. 
  
 
 
Submitted by      Approval date:  December 3, 2014 
Margery Marble, Secretary     



 

 

 
ALMADEN SENIOR ASSOCIATION MEETING   

December 3, 2014 
                                           

The regular monthly meeting of the Almaden Senior Association was called to order at 9:47 am by Co- 
Vice President Marlene Duffin.  In attendance were Treasurer Bill Hubka, Secretary Margery Marble, 
Recreation Supervisor Hal Spangenberg, Recreation Specialist Amy Jewett, Senior Citizens Commissioner 
Vince Tarpey, Councilmember Johnny Khamis, and Council Staff Member Michele Dexter.  Members & 
Visitors: Gordon Alliano, Doreen Morgan, Venus Phillips, Nancy Koppel, Bev Temkin, Jeanne Sanders, Rich 
Sanders, Betty McGowan, Kermit Olsen, Arthur Randall, Sally Sargent, Miki Gurantz, R. Bellizzi, Don House, 
Pat Eagan, and Lisa Olsen.  Absent were Co-Vice President Ralph Butterworth and Advisor Erin Barclay.  
 
The minutes of the November 5, 2014, meeting were distributed, read, and approved. 
 
TREASURER – BILL HUBKA: 
The November 2014 treasurer’s report (copy attached) was distributed and discussed.  Income 
$2,938.11; expenses $1,697.37. He will have the entire annual report next meeting. 
 
Update of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU):  meeting 6 weeks ago; no feedback from City 
attorney yet.  Has email from Tracey Gott with a Guidelines draft and a City Council Policy (both of 
which will require more clarification) to use if we don’t sign an MOU.  The Board will meet to 
discuss and formulate questions and reply to City.   
 
NEW PRESIDENT:  Marlene announced that the Board of Directors has appointed Bill Hubka as 
president to complete the current term, through 2015.  Marlene volunteered to be on the slate as 
treasurer for the 2015-2016 term.  Ralph Butterworth will remain vice president.                                                                        
 
SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSIONER – VINCE TARPEY:  

• On Dec. 11 Sr. Citizens Commission will meet at City Hall at 1:30 pm.  All are invited to 
attend; you have 3 minutes to talk.  Current issue, to control bike riding on sidewalks 
downtown, was passed by Council; excluded were Santa Clara St., children below 12 yrs. 
and construction areas.  Will review in 6 months.   
 

GUEST REPORTS: 
COUNCILMEMBER – JOHNNY KHAMIS: 

• Mon. Dec. 8 at 7 pm meeting sponsored by AVCA at Water District building on Almaden 
Expwy to discuss Hgwy 85 expansion. VTA plans to reverse the project of adding a 4th HOT 
(High Occupancy Toll) lane from 101 to 280 back to keeping the current 3 lanes and 
changing one to a HOT lane.  Come to the meeting and express your concerns.     

• Toys for Tots Drive – Sat. Dec. 13 at 5:00 pm on 5 Blairburry Way; games, food, band, 
decorated home.  Bring an unwrapped gift for donation.  

• Re:  Friends of the Library—he slowed down City risk attorney who was asking them to have  
insurance.  He and City attorney will be recrafting so Friends of the Library don’t have to 
pay out of pocket; he asked to have City funds insure them. 

• Nancy Pyle, former Councilperson, was working on a sign that said Welcome to Almaden 
Expwy .  Nothing came of it.  He has been working with Kiwanis Club, Assistance League, 
Lions, Rotary and Mike Wasserman of the County and will get a Welcome to Almaden sign,  
7 ½ x 8 ft., in the median on 12/19, backlit, solar powered, at Coleman and Almaden 
Expwy.        
 
ASSISTANT TO COUNCILMEMBER –MICHELLE DEXTER:  

• Nothing additional to report.   
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
RECREATION SUPERVISOR – HAL SPANGENBERG:  

• Is going to a Security meeting today in the Library with a security company because of a 
pilot program, to begin here in January, to have a guard patrolling the building outside to 
help with homeless issues, people drinking in the park, sleeping in the dumpster.       

• Breakfast with Santa on Sat. 12/13 from 9:30 to 12:00, a family event, pancake breakfast, 
$12/person, kids to age 1½ are free. 

• North Pole Party on 12/17 for ages 4 to 7 years, 4 to 6 pm, $20, arts and crafts, Santa, 
refreshments, a gift given. 

• Sound system bid to be back soon.  They did patch the system; DVD is working.  Hope to 
have it installed by March or April.   

• Question:  when alarm goes off, it cuts off public address system.  Answer:  We have 
intercoms on phones we can send out a message. 

• In response to a concern, the pathway back by the school was repaved.   
• Question:  many lights in Community Room are out; all are dirty.  Answer:  Have a work 

order out on that.  Also, broken toilet seat in men’s restroom requires repair.         
 

RECREATION SPECIALIST – AMY JEWETT:   
• Senior Membership:  For 2014 -- 1,748 members.  For 2015 – 152 members. 
• Stretch Class:  Price is increased to $30 for members because of 7 additional classes in 

this session and the next session (Jan. to April and April to June).   From $0.98 per meeting 
to now $1.00 per meeting, based on the $38 non-member price. 

• Bateman Nutrition:  We’ll coordinate with County re: their Survey in Dec. to add our 
questions. Looking at current level of satisfaction with the current catered model.  We will 
be moving forward with the cook-on-site model with the cook from 7 Trees, same type of 
food, works well with kitchen manager.  Survey forms in lunchroom and at the front desk.  
Follow up survey in May to evaluate satisfaction with the cook-on-site model.  If satisfaction 
is down, will go back to the catered model. 

• Volunteer Appreciation Event:  60 attendees, Renaissance theme, live music, games   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
MEMBER REPORTS: 

• Jeanne Sanders – Thanksgiving Dinner Report:  Wed. 11/19 , $12 members, $15 non-
members.  Lisa Olsen co-chair.  Bateman was in charge of the menu:  turkey, garlic 
mashed potatoes, carrots, green beans, cranberry sauce, pumpkin pie; 150 people signed 
up. Food was served buffet style.  The chef wanted one line for service, so it took over 40 
min. for everyone to be served; next time need 2 lines.  Bateman had to find more plates 
before everyone was served. Some people missed having dressing and sweet potatoes.  A 
problem making coffee; no one knew how.  Dishwashers had trouble starting dishwasher.  
Bateman and the dishwashers left at 4 pm when job was not completed.  In the past our 
volunteers handled everything efficiently and timely.  Lisa was inexperienced in putting 
together a large event like this.  Raffle gift baskets and restaurant gift cards.  The donors 
should be mentioned someplace. $309 raffle proceeds.  It was a catered affair, and 
Bateman did not have enough employees there.  Also, they should take care of their own 
pots and pans.  

• Bev Temkin – Nomination Committee Report:  Miki Gurantz nominated for secretary for 
the 2-year term.   Bill not interested in running for treasurer again, so Marlene volunteered 
to be Treasurer for the next 2 years.  So, list of nominees are Miki Gurantz for secretary 
and Marlene Duffin to run for treasurer.  Ralph Butterworth will continue as vice president. 
There were no further nominations from the floor.  No one objected to voting at this time.  
MOTION:  It was moved by Bob Bellizzi and seconded to accept the nominations as 
proposed by the Nominating Committee. The motion carried. 
MOTION:   It was moved, again by Bob Bellizzi, and seconded to accept the slate 
unanimously of Marlene Duffin as treasurer and Miki Gurantz as secretary.  The motion 
carried.  
 



 

 

 
     

• Certificates of Excellence:  Presented by Marlene to Marge Marble and Bill Hubka for their 
service as Secretary and Treasurer.  One to be mailed to Marilyn Entin by Amy. 

• Bev Temkin –Holiday Brunch Update:  Sat. 12/6 at 11 am.  Deadline for tickets is today. 
Virgin mimosas, fresh berries & yogurt parfait, savory strata, hashbrowns, bacon, petite 
almond croissant, coffee.  Live music. Setup Fri. at 1 pm.  List for volunteers at front desk.   
              

• Don House - SeniorNet:  Next calendar worked out with Willows so same classes are not 
offered at same time; and offering some 2- and 4-week shorter classes.   Registration Jan. 
10; classes start Jan. 12.  Four sessions for the year instead of five; at least 200 seats 
filled every session; about 80 staff.  Curriculum available by end of Dec.  Council meeting 
this Friday.   

• Nancy Koppel – Friends of the Library:  Had been under guns to get liability insurance, 
but J. Khamis, Rochelle, Vince Tarpey, and library commissioner intervened.  Their money 
goes directly to City library now, and saw no need for insurance for their Board.  The same 
with Sr. Assoc.  Johnny will continue to work with City attorneys to resolve. 

• Bill Hubka – Updates:  Public Relations -- Betty McGowan has volunteered to be our public 
relations person.   Veterans Day activity on Nov. 7, about 75 attendees, barbershop 
quartet, honor guard from S.C. Univ. ROTC program and Los Gatos High School Boy 
Scouts.  He attended ceremony at LG HS the next day to retire/burn torn American flags.     

• Bill Hubka - District 10 Coalition:  (notes attached)  Nov. 15.  Panel presentation on 
Lessons Learned for Effective Community Organizations included communications, mission, 
(letterhead, logo, business cards), insurance, CAP grants, Google ads.  District 5 
Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco discussed their challenges.  Johnny Khamis discussed 
Hgwy 85 widening, cemetery in District 2 near Cinnabar GC, and housing impact fee.  
Information on Dec. 8 Highway 85 meeting at Water District, already discussed by Johnny. 

 
OPEN DISCUSSION/ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

• Bev reported the consideration of handicapped/motorcycle parking spaces is still ongoing.       
 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:58 a.m.  The next meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, January 7, 2014, at 9:45 a.m. in Room 4. 
  
 
 
Submitted by      Approval date:  January 07, 2015  
Margery Marble, Secretary     


