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The Almaden Senior Association 

Minutes of the Meeting of 
January 9, 2019 

 
 
President Bill Hubka opened the meeting at 9:45am.  He introduced the Board members for 
2019: 

• Vice President - Rich Sanders 

• Treasurer - Art Randall 

• Secretary – position vacant 

• Historian - Marlene Duffin 

• Public  Relations - Janet Haver 

• Philanthropy Program Leader - Marti Degutis 

• Philanthropy - Monica Bellizzi 

• Trips & Events Researcher - Ralph Butterworth 

• Philanthropy /Theater Events - Donna Smith 
 
Bill then reviewed the Association’s Goals for 2019: 

1. Monthly dinner party events and trips program – maintain the gain of past years 
2. Philanthropy program – improve our leadership, organization and process 
3. Wall of Fame – get some results on the wall 
4. Policies and Procedures manual – move forward to completion 
5. Bylaws changes/updates – as necessary 
6. Transition plans for termed-out elected officers - prepare 
7. Facility improvements – invest in the patio sunshade project at a small scale 
8. Website improvements – hire someone to redo the website 

 
December Minutes were distributed and reviewed; a motion to approve was made and passed. 
 
Treasurer Art Randall presented a complete 2018 year-end financial report which was 
reviewed and discussed, then filed for audit. 
Tom Murphy volunteered to organize an Audit Committee to audit the books for 2018; 
additional volunteers are needed to help Tom. 
 
San Jose District 10 Report 
Councilmember Johnny Khamis clarified the new San Jose City Clean Energy Program, which he 
supports.  The City is the purchasing agent of electricity generated primarily through renewable 
sources, and sells it to customers through two plans:  a low cost plan (a mixture of Green and 
non-Green sources which will always be 1% under the cost of PG&E), and a more costly plan 
which is 100% Green energy. 
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Denelle Fedor, Assistant to Councilman Khamis mentioned that the Senior Walk will occur at 
Oakridge Mall on Friday Feb 22.  She encouraged the Association to submit information 
material for inclusion in a handout bag which will be prepared by Councilmember’s office. 
 
PRNS Report 
Center Supervisor Tiffany Dong updated the Membership Fund financials, and reported that 
we have 731 members to date for 2019.  She estimated there are approximately 100 members 
who preferred their newsletters be mailed. 
 
Member Reports 
Vice President Rich Sanders reviewed the trips and social events on the proposed 2019 
calendar.  The June event is a Talent Show. Please sign up NOW. 
 
Donna Smith reviewed the Holiday Brunch and thanked the kitchen crew for great food.  There 
were approximately 120 people that attended the event. 
 
New Business  
Bill introduced Gina Adriano from the Santa Clara Valley Water District.  She spoke to the 
group on flooding in our area.  She first mentioned that the District gives tours of the water 
purification plant in Alviso and gives mini-grants for people planning environmental programs.  
Her slide show included areas of San Jose that are flood prone.  We should all be prepared.  
Most important she recommended we all visit the web site www.valleywater.org/FloodReady. 
There are apps that you can download that will provide flood alerts. 
 
Meeting was adjourned. 
 
 

http://www.valleywater.org/FloodReady
http://www.valleywater.org/FloodReady
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The Almaden Senior Association 
Minutes of the Meeting of 

February 6, 2019 
 
 
President Bill Hubka opened the meeting at 9:45am.  He introduced Recreation Superintendent 
Laura Buzo from the San Jose Parks and Recreation Department.  Laura oversees several 
Community Centers in the City, including Almaden, as well as the nutrition program. 

Laura reported that Nutrition Program numbers are decreasing and the Department will have 
to make decisions on this overall program.  The Almaden Center has consistent numbers and a 
large attendance, 65-75 persons.  Target for the nutrition program is all older adults in the 
community to eat and socialize.  Some transportation is provided by the City. 

Minutes were discussed and accepted.  Bill also noted our Web site remodel is in a planning 
phase and the Audit Committee is still working. 

Treasurer Art Randall noted January Income of $5567.75 and expenses of $1,964.60.  The Soup 
Party was a financial success; other events are being reconciled. 

Councilmember Johnny Khamis announced he is planning to run for State Senator.  A 
Campaign Kickoff Meeting will be held on February 28th. 

The PG& E bankruptcy has concerned the City enough that a lawyer has been hired to make 
sure the City gets money that PG&E owes.  The electrical transmission fee has been increased 
by PG&E.  He thinks the low cost programs will still be available under the new electric 
company. 

The VTA bus and light rail spur service to Almaden Valley are being considered for cutting. 
There will be a bus from the Chynoweth Station to the parking lot at the leg spur.  Ridership 
numbers are low on that route. 

The Shade Structure for Almaden Center may be part of the Mayor's budget. 

Denelle Fedor reported that Elements Restaurant is still working to find space in the Camden 
Safeway area.  Cahalan Square people are working with San Jose Building Dept. to rebuild. 

A Senior Walk will be held on Friday Feb 22 at Oakridge Mall, 8am. 

Denelle is working on a Care Giving information brochure. 

PRNS Reports 

Adriana Copado reported that we have 1000 members to date.  Spring Session starts Feb. 20th; 
we have some new offerings. 

Member Reports 

Rich Sanders is working on the St Patrick's Day event; he is also planning a May Pizza Party. 
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Mardi Gras:  115 attended; good entertainment, food, and dancing; excellent meal prepared by 
Almaden Chefs; National Charity League helped serve and clean up. 

Philanthropy Team 

Martie Degutis reported the committee is working on forms, applications and policy.   

District 10 Leadership 

Jim Kuhl reported that Mike Wasserman was the lead speaker and that homelessness was the 
major topic.  County report says 64% homeless have mental and/or physical drug or alcohol-
related disabling conditions; 83% have lived here at least one year before they came homeless; 
43% of homeless individuals are under 25 years of age; 89% of the people want to move into 
shelters. 

Wall of Fame 

Marlene Duffin handed out an early history of the Almaden Senior Association (1994-2006).  
This will be condensed and be part of the first early history panel on the proposed Wall of Fame 
on the Center entrance right hand wall towards the workout room. 

Meeting adjourned 
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The Almaden Senior Association 

Minutes of the Meeting of 
March 6, 2019 

 
President Bill Hubka opened the meeting at 9:45am. 

He noted that the Board Meeting was very productive. A Bylaws review has been scheduled, to be done 
by Rich Sanders and Marlene Duffin. An Operating Budget will be developed by Rich Sanders, Art Randall 
and himself, and he encouraged anyone with ideas to come forth. Within the next 12 months we expect 
to organize Candidate Forums for the upcoming elections for State Senate District 15 and City Council 
District 10; the first of these could be held as early as January 2020. 

It was requested that the Association organize a meeting to review the new City Clean Energy Program 
so people will better understand what’s involved and what to expect. 

Minutes of the February 2019 meeting were reviewed and accepted for the record. 

Treasurer Art Randall reported for February: Income $2270.65, Expenses $2774.98, Ending YTD Balance 
$3098.82. 

Councilmember Johnny Khamis reported as follows: 

• The Pat Dando Memorial project is progressing well; the donations were oversubscribed and the 
sculpture design is progressing to fruition. 

• Kaiser Hospital has donated $12,000 for equipment and materials for seniors in various 
community centers. Almaden was not included in the distribution. 

• Sheep will be brought into in Oak Grove Park this weekend to eat down low vegetation. 

• Height limitation for downtown buildings is being discussed by the Council in terms of 
interference of flight operations at SJC. Aircraft using SJC are required to maintain certain 
altitude limits on takeoff, which change with weather conditions. This affects certain heavier-
loaded flights, such as China long haul flights and some cargo carriers. To allow Goggle to build 
higher buildings in the new developments downtown this issue needs to be resolved. 

Assistant to Councilman Khamis Denelle Fedor said the Senior Walk was successful. She also reported 
that Kiddie Academy is ready to open, and that Elements restaurant is working on their building in the 
Safeway Center to prepare for opening. 

PRNS Reports 

Center Supervisor Tiffany Dong introduced Mary Ann Burke who is recruiting volunteers to serve on the 
Measure H Citizens Bond Oversight Committee. For more information and a CBOC application visit 
go.sjusd.org/measurehcboc, or call (408)535-6000. 

Tiffany also introduced Josue Covarrubias from PRNS. He is replacing Tracy Gott who chaired the 
Advisory Council Coordination effort. President Bill spoke positively about the need to keep the 
meetings with all the Community Center Associations, and preparing a list of points of contact for the 
many Community Center Advisory Boards. 

Gerontologist Specialist Adriana Copado gave the Association Membership Report. We have 1085 
members to date. Spring Session starts Feb 20. Senior Adult Legal Assistance (SALA) will have a meeting 
at the Center in March to discuss Adult Fraud and Abuse.  

http://go.sjusd.org/measurehcboc
http://go.sjusd.org/measurehcboc
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On March 20 the Community Resource Solutions SourceWise will give a presentation. SourceWise assists 
people with finding and obtaining community resources available to you and your family. 

A Clean Energy program briefing is being scheduled at the Center to help seniors read their new billings 
and develop a better understanding of the electrical energy company. This meeting will meet the need 
communicated in the President’s opening remarks. 

New table tennis tables are needed and should be commercial grade. Four older tables will be delivered 
from Seven Trees Community Center and with repair may keep the program going.  

Curtains in Community Room will not be replaced because most facility dollars allocated this year will be 
used to replace the electrical panel damaged by water. Repairs to the curtain operating mechanism 
should be included in the next budget year.  

A new Teen Center will open in April to be in the Game Room. 

Neighbor Night is this Friday. 

On May 19 the Viva Calle will be held downtown. A Flash mob will be part of the event. 

Events and Trips  

Rich Sanders said St Patrick's Day event was on track and beer will be served. Country Inn is providing 
the food at $14 per meal. 

May Pizza Party with root beer floats and cake for dessert is all set up. 

June Talent Show is questionable; MORE talent is needed 

Trips planners are working on Cirque Du Soleil, Graton Casino and other adventures. 

Alcatraz trip has been planned for Tues May 14th. 

A suggestion was made to start a Cribbage Group. This was referred to Adriana. 

Plays, including The Book of Mormon and Wicked, are in the works. 

Audit Report: Tom Murphy and Jeanne Sanders worked on the 2018 audit of the Treasurer’s books. 
Audit showed the Treasurer has the books in excellent order. 

Charitable Donation policy: Martie Degutis reported that some changes have been made and the 
revised policy was distributed. Final policy will be voted on at the next meeting. 

District 10 Leadership Group Jim Kuhl handed out a flyer announcing a meeting in March to discuss 
Coyote Valley Preservation. Meeting will be open to the public. 

Meeting adjourned. 



P a g e  | 1 

 

 
The Almaden Senior Association 

Minutes of the Meeting of 
April 10, 2019 

 
President Bill Hubka opened the meeting at 9:45am. 
He announced that a meeting concerning the Clean Energy Program will be held at the Almaden 
Community Center on May 15th from 11:15am - 2:00pm. This will be an opportunity to better 
understand your energy billing. 
 
Temporary Secretary Marlene Duffin presented the Minutes of the March 2019 meeting and asked for 
any corrections. Receiving none, the Minutes were accepted as presented. 
 
Treasurer Art Randall reported that February deposits were $2,894.00, expenses $3489.79, and Year to 
Date operating income $2503.51. He reviewed recent event/trip expenses. The report was filed for 
audit. 
 
District 10 Report 
Councilmember Johnny Khamis reported on several items: 

• AB125, the Bond Honesty Act, is in the legislature. He supports this proposal as it requires bond 
issuers to disclose how bonds are to be paid for. 

• Measure T money is coming and will pay to pave 300 miles of streets. 

• Property across from Almaden Lake was purchased and will be saved for public use. 

• Santa Clara County Sanctuary Policy: at a recent hearing Supervisor Wasserman wanted to have 
local law enforcement be notified of violent felons in the area. The CA Values Act, the state 
sanctuary law, allows Federal agencies to pick up violent people. County law is more restrictive 
on who can be picked up. Supervisor Cortese asked to send this issue to committee. 

• Call CA Public Utilities Commission to comment on San Jose Water District water rates increase; 
complain to them if you are unhappy about the rising rates. 

• South Gate Community Church will sponsor a clean-up along the freeway 85, and at one home 
in the area. 

 
Assistant to the Councilmember Denelle Fedor: 

• Saturday clean ups in District. 

• Kiddie Academy is opening. 

• July 4th event in planning phase, hopes the Association will join the non-profit table section. She 
will send the Association a request for funds. 

• Animal Care Center on Monterey Rd needs volunteers. Can drop off items such as food and 
blankets; special needs animals are included and need special help. 

 
PRNS Report 
Gerontology Specialist Adriana Copado: 

• Membership to date is 1163. 

• Expenses include coffee, event entertainment/food, mail/stamps, and nutrition. 

• On May 18 there will be a Volunteer Appreciation party and dinner at the Center, with a theme 
of Paint Night. Party scheduled for 2:30-5pm; invitations will be sent shortly. A $1500 donation 
from the Association to the Center for the event has been approved. 
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• On April 25th the City Thank You event will be held at Happy Hollow. 

• On April 27th a Take Back Pills event will be held at the Center from 10am until 2pm. 
 
Member Reports 
Vice President Rich Sanders: Trips and Events 

• A trip to Elkhorn Slough is planned for May 16th; travel is by carpool and lunch at Phil’s is on your 
own. A guide will take us by pontoon boat to see wildlife. Cost is $45. 

• We are setting up theater trips to see The Book of Mormon and also the musical Wicked in July. 
These will be car pool trips. Keep your eye on our website for information about these trips. 

• On Saturday May 4th the Almaden Chefs will host a Pizza and Root Beer Floats party, and on June 
22 we will present a Mexican Fiesta. 

• Don’t forget the July 13th Wine Pairing; Traveling Vineyard will present for tasting a selection of 
wines together with recommended food pairings for each. 

 
Jeannie Sanders delivered the St Patrick’s Day Event Report. It was another great event and 120 
members attended 
 
Philanthropy Committee Martie Degutis was not available so Bill Hubka reported. The Board 
recommended a reduced budget of $2000 be allocated to the Committee for 2019. Plans include again 
sponsoring the Family Giving Tree Holiday gifts program and a Back Pack program for students. 
 
District 10 Leadership Coalition Jim Kuhl: The group hosted a speaker who discussed Coyote Valley 
development considerations for the approximately 7,400 acres of agriculture and open space. The 
General Plan for 2040, at present, is to include a green belt buffer zone, residential development and 
industrial use. At present, 40% of San Jose’s water comes from wells in this area. 
 
New Business 
President Bill Hubka reviewed items that were discussed at the Board Meeting: 

• Past Association Presidents Plaque, for the hallway wall was approved. 

• Finance Projection 2019, a working document, has been developed by the Board. 

• A Bylaws review is in process. 
 
Matt Mahan, a member of the Almaden Valley Community Association, visited the meeting. Bill 
discussed jointly working on candidate’s Forums in January. Matt will refer to the president of the AVCA. 
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The Almaden Senior Association 
Minutes of the Meeting of 

May 01, 2019 
 
President Bill Hubka opened the meeting at 9:45am. 
He announced upcoming Association Meeting schedules: for July, we will meet on July 3rd; for 
October, meet on October 2, with Board Meeting Sept 30. 
 
Minutes of the April meeting were reviewed and approved as presented. 
 
Treasurer Art Randall noted April Deposits of $2,234 and Expenses of $323.75. Bills have not 
been received from the Elkhorn Slough Trip and only some from the Pizza Party. Graton Casino 
trip had a surplus exceeding $500. The treasurer’s April Report was filed for audit. 
 
Councilmember Johnny Khamis reported as follows: 

• The San Jose City Council and Santa Clara County Supervisors met recently to discuss 
homelessness, particularly the problems faced by mentally ill persons. Mental illness is a 
burden on both law enforcement and communities. The Councilmember talked about a 
law which allows mentally ill persons to be evaluated for up to 90 days; such a law is 
used in many counties and he asked the Santa Clara County Supervisors to consider this. 
A holding area could be developed at one of the two new hospitals the county recently 
purchased.  

• A new ordinance was passed by the Council to discourage car ‘side shows’; the 
ordinance allows for prosecution of both drivers and spectators. 

• San Jose Water has now filed to increase their rates. The Council has protested the 
increase to the CPUC. Also under protest is the potential merger between San Jose 
Water and a water company in Connecticut.  

 
Denelle Fedor Assistant of the Councilmember: 

• The vacant Sears store at Oakridge will be replaced by Living Spaces. 

• A Farmers Market will be opened next week in front of Orchard Supply on Meridian. 
 
PRNS Report: 
Gerontology Specialist Adriana Copado: 

• The Association has 1211 members as of the end of April. 

• Mail costs were $77 in April, illustrating the great savings realized from reducing the 
amount of newsletters mailed out. 

• Adriana announced that she is transitioning into a new position at the Almaden Center 
working with youth, coordinating various activities and some special events. A new 
gerontologist, Ann-Marie, will be joining us in a couple of weeks. 
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Center Supervisor Tiffany Dong said a major cleanup of the Center was performed last week. 
Also, 

• There is, at this time, no budget for fixing the curtains; we will have to wait for the next 
budget cycle. The City is checking out a motorized system. 

• The electrical panel is on the list of repairs by the City electrician.  

• In response to a question about monies provided to Nutrition by the Association, Tiffany 
replied that the Association pays coffee cups, birthday celebrations, and small 
decorations. 

 
Vice President Rich Sanders updated the Events and Trips plans: 

• A Mexican Fiesta has been scheduled for June 22, with Folkloric dancing as the 
entertainment. 

• Trips: June 13 Chukchansi, bus leaves from Camden Park and Ride; July 18, USS 
Potomac, includes lunch and a ride on the bay. 

• Beach Blanket Babylon scheduled for October 20; final months of the show which will 
close at the end of the year. 

 
D10 Leadership Coalition Representative Jim Kuhl: 

• General Meeting scheduled for May 18th at 8:55am, Community Center Rm 3. The 
agenda topics are: 
o Councilmember Johnny Khamis Report 
o SJ Environmental Services – Waste recycling, etc.  
o SJ Parks, Recreation & Neighborhood Services - PRNS Master Plan “Activate SJ” 

planning & process  
o SJ Department of Transportation – street repaving in District 10  

• D10 LC’s New Web Site: Lots of material is now contained in the D10 leadership 
Coalition web site, which may be accessed at www.sjd10leadership.org. 

 
President Bill Hubka briefed proposed updates to the Bylaws: 
Two proposals have been recommended by the Board and are to be posted on the website for 
review by Membership, and then voted on at the June meeting. The first proposal is to change 
wording in Article V of the Bylaws to authorize the Treasurer to open either a savings account 
or an investment account, or both. The second proposal is to advance the election process 
described in Article VII of the Bylaws by one month. 
 
New Business: President Bill Hubka discussed some findings concerning getting someone to 
update the Association web site. It will be costly to hire a professional group to do the updating, 
so we are searching for a volunteer to do the work. It was suggested we ask an organization 
called “Catchafire” to see if they could help.   
 
Meeting adjourned. 
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The Almaden Senior Association 
Minutes of the Meeting of 

June 05, 2019 
 
President Bill Hubka opened the meeting at 9:47am 
He announced a meeting that will be held June 10, 7pm, at Westgate Church, to discuss changes in 
voting procedures soon to take effect.  Michele Dexter, staff to Councilman Johnny Khamis, said an 
election specialist will be there to provide information and answer questions. 
 
Minutes of the May meeting were reviewed and approved as presented. 
 
Treasurer Art Randall reported as follows: Our May Income was $1783.98, Expenses were $4,869.43, 
and Ending Balance for operating year to date is $1,328.31.  A discussion of events and costs ensued.  
The Report was filed for audit 
 
Councilmember Khamis was not in attendance at the meeting. 
Denelle Fedor, Assistant to Councilmember Khamis, updated the group on the July 4th Event at 
Almaden Lake Park. 
The “Mayor's Budget” is out; it included some windfall money obtained from a Google land acquisition, 
some of which was requested by Councilmember Khamis for lights near Coleman and Almaden 
Expressway.  The Almaden Winery site may get funds to renovate one of the buildings on the site to 
open a wine museum.  Friends of Winemakers are working on this. 
 
PRNS Reports 
Center Supervisor Tiffany Dong introduced Anne Marie Naranjo, our new Gerontology Specialist.  Anne 
Marie gave the membership information, 1240 to date, and reviewed the Almaden dues fund 
expenditures.  A special Father's Day Lunch is being planned for Nutrition.  The Summer Concert Series is 
coming up and Anne Marie asked for a donation for the concerts from the Association.  Dates are: July 
11, 18, 25, Aug 21, location is Greystone Park at 6:30pm. 
 
Tiffany Dong noted some downtown activities: 
Make Music Day will be held on June 21; International Streaming in the morning, jazz pianist in the 
afternoon, 2-4pm. 
Environmental Services encourages everyone to call them for free pick up of junk. 
Summer Camp starts next week. 
Projector is being worked on, the bulb has been replaced. 
Curtain repairs are in process, funds will be allocated in the next fiscal budget. 
Electric system is also a priority. 
 
Events and Trips  
Vice-President Rich Sanders discussed the status of various trips planning: 
Elkhorn Slough trip was rescheduled for June 19th, depart 10am, lunch at Phil’s, 12:55 depart for slough. 
Upcoming new trip will be Chardonnay Sailing Charter, August 28. 
 
Erin Barclay reported on the Pizza Party, 78 people attended, would have liked more, food was tasty and 
well-received by attendees. 
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Philanthropy - Martie Degutis: 
The next project is Back to School Family Giving Tree.  Tags asking for backpacks and school supplies will 
be available in the lobby for volunteers to take and fulfill.  We will also take donations to buy supplies 
for the backpacks.  Have set a goal of 75 backpacks; starts Friday, June 7th. 
 
District 10 Leadership Group: Jim Kuhl  
Highlights:  Jim’s entire report will appear on our website in a few days.  Councilman Khamis is working 
hard for "Lara’s Law" to work on being able to hold mentally ill people for a longer period than law now 
allows.  Pavement Plan for City streets this summer is in process. 
 
Bylaws Changes: 
Item 1 was a proposed change to wording in Article V to authorize the Treasurer to open either a savings 
account or an investment account or both.  Vigorous discussion ensued, including the reading of a 
statement submitted by Marilyn Entin who was not in attendance.  The matter was tabled until such 
time as the Treasurer presents a policy and procedure on implementing the change. 
 
Item 2 was a proposed change to advance the election process described in Article VII of the Bylaws by 
one month.  A Motion was made, seconded, and passed by more than the two-thirds majority required 
by the Bylaws.  The text of this change is on the Association’s website. 
 
New Business 

• Janet Haver, Public Relations Director, notified the Association that The Almaden Times wants 
to charge us for posting event flyer material.  The cost would be $125 per month for all the 
releases.  A Motion was made and passed to talk to editor of the Times and see if he would take 
$100, if possible, if not $125 would be acceptable.  Motion seconded and passed 

• A Grant Request was made by Denelle Fedor for the 4th of July event at Almaden Park.  We 
had allocated $1000 for the event.  A Motion was made, seconded and passed to provide these 
funds. 

• A Donation for the Concert in the Park Series:  A Motion was made, seconded and passed to 
provide $1000 for this. 

• Volunteers for July 4th are being sought to staff a recruitment booth on the 4th and to help clean 
up on July 5th.  Association members were reluctant to commit but the request will be 
announced. 

• Almaden Apartments ( 978 Almaden Lake Drive) Resource Fair has sent an invitation for us to 
staff a table at an outreach event for seniors on June 13; Community Center staff will attend. 

• Conflict with Bylaws for payment of long lead time expenses:  Events many times need long 
reserve time with upfront payment.  Expense over $500 is required by the Bylaws yet the event 
person has to commit at the time to make the event happen.  Needs to be further discussed at 
Board meeting and procedure developed for membership review. 

• Chardonnay cruise:  $1250 needed for reservation; moved, seconded, and passed. 

• Potomac trip: up to $1000 needed for reservation; moved, seconded, and passed. 

• Decline in attendance in events, discussion needed.  Email blast could help. 

• It was noted the Past Presidents plaque has been put up on the Wall of Fame. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
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The Almaden Senior Association 
Minutes of the Meeting of 

July 03, 2019 
 
Vice President Rich Sanders opened the meeting at 9:45am. 
He noted that the Association Meeting Room will change during the summer and return to 
normal in the fall because of summer camps. 
 
Minutes of the June meeting were reviewed and approved as presented. 
 
Treasurer Art Randall noted June Deposits of $5,158, Expenses of $3,668, and Year to Date 
Operating Income of $2,818.  He noted there were some refunds for the Elkhorn Slough and 
casino trips.  Mexican Fiesta expenses slightly exceeded income due to entertainment and food 
costs. The June Report was filed for audit. 
 
Councilmember Johnny Khamis reported as follows: 
Some items that we wanted in the new City Budget were approved: 

• Funding for the umbrella (sun shade) project in the Community Center patio was 
approved. 

• He was also allocated some CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) funds. 

• His staff is working hard on the 4th of July event; costs increased $6000 for fireworks. 

• The Highway 85 study showed that light rail is not feasible in some areas of the road; it 
was recommended that an extra lane be added for buses. 

• A new bus schedule has been implemented in Almaden.  The VTA Light Rail from 
Almaden to Ohlone/Chenowyth is proposed to be discontinued and replaced by bus 
service.  

• Phase 1 of the BART extension to San Jose is on track to begin passenger service by 
December. 

• San Jose Clean Energy rates have increased because PG&E transmission rates have 
increased.  There is great concern about the possibility of rolling black-outs happening 
which are designed to prevent wildfires.  The City is concerned and is creating plans to 
equip Community Centers with generators or batteries. 

 
PRNS Report: 
Gerontology Specialist Anne Marie Naranjo: 

• The Association has 1266 members as of the end of April. 

• She discussed expenses paid from the Senior Association membership fund. 

• The Nutrition program had a special Father’s Day lunch and July 4th cookies for that 
celebration. 

• The Association requested a more detailed explanation of expenses that were not part 
of specific events.  An upcoming special event is the Summer Music in the Park.  A 
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question was raised as to where the money goes that volunteers collect during the 
music programs.  Tiffany Dong replied that it is given to the Almaden Advisory Council.  
It was suggested that we learn how the money is allocated; Vice President Rich Sanders 
volunteered to follow up on this issue. 

• A survey is being distributed to people that use the Center. 
 
Center Supervisor Tiffany Dong reported that the projector is fixed.  She also reported that the 
curtains behind the screen are in process of being rehung. 
A senior electrician is working on the electric panels and they should be fixed soon.  The parking 
area has been re-striped; they only need to paint the curbs red. 
 
Member Reports 
Vice President Rich Sanders updated the Events and Trips plans: 

• Chardonnay II sailing trip has been added on August 28th. 

• Beach Blanket Babylon tickets will go on sale July 22nd for an Oct 20th event. 
 
Jeanne Sanders reported on the Mexican Fiesta.  119 persons attended; there was good food 
and great Folkloric dancers.  Golden Harvest Catering provided the food. 
 
Vice President Rich Sanders mentioned that a policy and procedure is being written which will 
enable implementation of the proposed Bylaws update allowing the Treasurer to open new 
accounts for savings and investment purposes.  A vote on the proposed change has been tabled 
until the policy/procedure is approved. 
 
Philanthropy Chair Martie Degutis reported that 10 of the donated backpacks were taken from 
the lobby over the weekend.  This theft was very disappointing to all concerned.  Arrangements 
have been made to keep the filled backpacks in Anne Marie's office.  The Committee has $750 
to replace the stolen backpacks. 
 
Old Business 
Advertising with The Almaden Times was discussed.  The Association approved to pay $100 
monthly for event/trip advertising.  We will endeavor to find out where people learn about our 
activities during the next 6 months to justify the expense. 
 
We will have a recruitment booth at the Almaden Lake Park 4th of July event.  Volunteers will 
be handing out various literatures to highlight our association and activities.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
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The Almaden Senior Association 
Minutes of the Meeting of 

August 07, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:45am by President Bill Hubka.  He announced the following 
upcoming events: 

• Neighborhood Safety Fair August 24th; Allen at Steinbeck Elementary School; 11am until 

1pm; ASA will have a recruitment table there; volunteers needed! 

• San Jose Office of Emergency Management Community Preparedness Presentation; 
Saturday September 7 10:00am; Almaden Community Center. 

• California High Speed Rail Authority community outreach meeting; Thursday, August 1, 
5:00pm – 8:00pm; City Hall Rotunda. 

• Guest speaker today is Maria Gardner, President of the Almaden Community Center 
Advisory Council. 

• Election cycle begins this month with formation of Nominating Committee; a handout was 
provided showing all election events from August through December. 

 
During the discussion of elections and vacant positions, Marilyn Entin volunteered to be Secretary 
for a one-year term in 2020.  Thank you Marilyn! 
 
The Minutes of the July 03 meeting were read and accepted with no changes or corrections. The 
Minutes have already been published in the August newsletter. 
 
Treasurer Art Randall reported that the Operating Income at beginning of June was $2818; month 
of June Deposits totaled $2869 and Total Expenses totaled $3915; end-of-month Year to Date 
Operating Income is $1772. 
 
Councilmember’s Presentation 

• D10 Councilmember:  Johnny Khamis 
o A bus-only express lane for Hwy 85 has been approved by Los Gatos, Saratoga and 

Cupertino; estimated cost is $170 million. 
o A new state law will make it more difficult for the City to deal with the problem of 

abandoned vehicles; waiting time has been extended to 5 business days and >5 
violations. 

o Homelessness statistics indicate that approximately 42% are homeless because of 
mental illness, 36% because of drugs, the remainder because of circumstances. 

• Assistant to Councilmember:  Denelle Fedor 
o The Toys R Us store has become Ashley Furniture. 
o Progress being made, slowly, on rebuilding the Cahalan strip mall; no zoning 

changes being allowed. 
o Remarked that the meeting on High Speed Rail is very important and urged 

attendance. 
o Thanked the Association for supporting the 4th of July event. 
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o Discussed the plan to eliminate the Ohlone-to-Almaden Light Rail route and replace 
with bus service. 

o Discussed the Urban Village concept and some financial impacts to city. 
 
PRNS Reports 

• Center Supervisor Tiffany Dong and Gerontology Specialist Anne Marie Naranjo: 
o Provided a summary of membership dues account expenditures; $6463 remains a/o 

end of June; current membership is 1297. 
o Urged attendance at Special Hearing on Issues Affecting Older Adults, September 

18, 6:30-8:30pm, at County Government Center Board Chambers, sponsored by 
Supervisor Dave Cortese and Councilmember Cindy Chavez. 

o Handed out a listing of Fall program offerings. 
o Provided update on maintenance/repair items: curtains, audio, electrical. 

 
Member Reports 

• Events Master Calendar Update and Trips Planning:  Rich Sanders 
o Reviewed updated plans for remainder of 2019. 
o Motion made, seconded, and passed to approve expenditures of $850 for Thunder 

Valley Casino bus; $1800 for advance purchase of tickets to Beach Blanket Babylon; 
and $850 for Cache Creek Casino bus. 

• Wine and Food Pairing Event:  Jeanne Sanders summarized this very successful event which 
was held on Saturday, July 13, and drew 60 guests.  Appetizers were prepared by the 
Almaden Senior Chefs and served by the Mom and Daughter Volunteers from the National 
Charity League.  The food/wine pairing and tasting was conducted under supervision of 
Laura Kirschmann from Traveling Vineyard who was very knowledgeable and gave us a lot of 
information to use in the future when doing our own wine and food pairing. 

• Philanthropy:  Martie Degutis reported that the Back-to-School Backpacks project has been 
brought to a successful conclusion with the delivery of more than 80 fully-stuffed backpacks 
and considerable other supplies. 

• Status of implementing revisions to the Bylaws:  Bill Hubka reported that the revised Bylaws 
have been posted on the website. 

 
New Business 

• Guest presenter Maria Gardner provided a handout describing the mission of the Almaden 
Community Center Advisory Council, and described the program activities.  A discussion 
ensued as to whether or how the ACCAC and the Senior Association could work on joint 
efforts in the future. Some follow-up is intended at a future time. 

 
Meeting Adjourned 
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The Almaden Senior Association 
Minutes of the Meeting of 

September 04, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:45am by President Bill Hubka.  He announced that at today’s 
meeting we have invited the candidates for the District 10 Councilmember position who will introduce 
themselves and provide information on their reasons for seeking the position. 
Candidates are: 

• Mr. Matt Mahan (unfortunately unable to attend today, sent campaign manager) 

• Ms. Jenny Higgins Badanini 

• Ms. Helen Wang 
 
The Minutes of the August 07 meeting were read and accepted with no changes or corrections. The 
Minutes have already been published in the September newsletter. 
 
Treasurer Art Randall reported that the Operating Income at beginning of August was $1772; month of 
August Deposits totaled $8977 and Total Expenses totaled $7347; end-of-month Year to Date Operating 
Income is $3402. 
 
Councilmember’s Presentation 

• D10 Councilmember:  Johnny Khamis 
o An estimate was received for repairing the A/V system and it was very high. 
o The rumored closure of Reed-Hillview, if it ever happens, would be decades away; the 

airport is the responsibility of the County. 
o The Safe Parking Program is being expanded to accommodate mobile housing. 

• Assistant to Councilmember:  Denelle Fedor 
o The evening of December 11 will be District 10 night at Christmas in the Park. 
o The shopping area on Cahalan is coming along slowly but steadily; completion is 12 

months away. 
o The new Senior Commissioner for District 10 is Donna Castillo. 

 
PRNS Reports 

• Center Supervisor Tiffany Dong and Gerontology Specialist Anne Marie Naranjo: 
o Provided a summary of membership dues account expenditures; $4093 remains a/o 

beginning of September; current membership is 1336. 
o Announced plans to provide an Almaden bus for the Viva Calle event to be held 

downtown on Sunday, September 22. 
o Announced the Harvest Festival scheduled for Saturday, October 19 at the Center. 
o Presented two expenditure proposals:  $1300 for new tablecloths for Nutrition, and 

$900 for Pickleball nets. A motion was made that the Association provide these funds; it 
was approved by a majority of members present. 

 
Member Reports 

• Events Master Calendar Update and Trips Planning:  Rich Sanders 
o Reviewed updated plans for remainder of 2019 and handed out the updated charts. 
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• Update from Nominating Committee:  Nadine Ambrose 
o Reported that the Nominating Committee has obtained candidates for the positions of 

President, Vice-President, and Secretary: Rich Sanders, Cathy Michelon, and Marilyn 
Entin, respectively. 

• Neighborhood Safety Faire:  Bill Hubka reported that the Association staffed a table at the 
Safety Faire, held at Allen at Steinbeck Elementary School, on Saturday, August 24th.  Thank-
you’s to Martie Degutis and Sally Sargent for volunteering.  It was recommended that the 
Association look into purchasing a tablecloth with our name on it, to use in place of taping a 
banner to the tabletop.  This would also be used at the summer Concert in the Park series. 

 
New Business 

• Invited guests Helen Wang and Jenny Badanini introduced themselves and each spoke briefly 
about what they feel are the issues and challenges ahead for San Jose and District 10. 

 
Meeting Adjourned 
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The Almaden Senior Association 
Minutes of the Meeting of 

October 02, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:45am by President Bill Hubka.  He announced that Gordon 
Alliano had made a generous gift of a gavel set to replace the crab cracker hammer previously used 
by the President. He also provided an update of the election process and acknowledged the 
generous gift of $1000 to the Association made by Ms. Helen Wang.  There have been no additional 
nominations for Association officers beyond what was announced last month. 
 
Mr. Matt Mahan asked for and was granted a few minutes to introduce himself as candidate for City 
Council. Mr. Mahan was unable to attend the September meeting where the other two candidates 
introduced themselves. 
 
The Minutes of the September 04 meeting were read and accepted with no changes or corrections. 
 
Treasurer Art Randall reported that the Operating Income at beginning of September was $3402; 
month of September Deposits totaled $3676 and Total Expenses totaled $2287; end-of-month Year 
to Date Operating Income is $4791.  The Report was filed for audit. 
 
Councilmember’s Presentation 

• D10 Councilmember:  Johnny Khamis 
o Business tax payments are now coming back to the community of residence; from 

Ebay alone the city will receive about $5 to $30 million. 
o Shade structure funding approved and allocated; RFP will be issued soon; date of 

construction will be provided in March 2020. 
o He is attempting to get a community garden going in Marshal Cottle Park. 
o Paving and other construction is happening; lots of money available for paving due 

to recently approved tax legislation. 
 

• Assistant to Councilmember:  Denelle Fedor 
o Mimosa’s restaurant has changed its name to Gabor’s. 
o Many positions are opening up at Councilmember Khamis’ office. 
o Denelle will look into the rumor that OSH is coming back under a new owner. 

 
PRNS Reports 

• Center Supervisor Tiffany Dong and Gerontology Specialist Anne Marie Naranjo: 
o Provided a summary of membership dues account expenditures; $3414 remains a/o 

beginning of October; current membership is 1371. 
o Announced the Harvest Festival scheduled for Saturday, October 19 at the Center, 

and the Black and White Ball for Wednesday, October 16 at the City Hall Rotunda. 
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Member Reports 

• Events Master Calendar Update and Trips Planning:  Donna Smith 
o Reviewed updated plans for remainder of 2019 and handed out the updated charts. 
o Arden Weiner discussed the Italian Dinner and Music event.  She reported that the 

meal was so-so, amount of food delivered was inadequate, and that we must find a 
way to improve and speed-up buffet service. 

 

• District 10 Leadership Coalition report:  Jim Kuhl 
o Jim reported on the recent D10LC meeting at which homelessness, mental health, 

and Laura’s Law were discussed by invited experts. Jim handed out and discussed an 
excellent summary of the issues which he prepared from information at the meeting 
and other material he personally researched. 

 
New Business 

• None 
 
Election update: 
At the Association meeting on November 6th the Nominating Committee will present the names of 
candidates for the offices of President and Vice-President for two-year terms (January 2020 through 
December 2021), and Secretary for a one-year term (January through December 2020). Following this, 
nominations from the floor will be requested and accepted. Each nomination must then be seconded; 
upon completion of these formalities the President will announce the final slate of candidates. Voting 
will occur at the Association meeting on December 4th. 
We presently have three candidates, one for each position: Rich Sanders, President, Cathy Michelon, 
Vice-President, and Marilyn Entin, Secretary. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
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The Almaden Senior Association 
Minutes of the Meeting of 

November 06, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:45am by President Bill Hubka.  He provided an update of the 
election process and acknowledged the generous gift of $1000 to the Association made by Mr. 
Gene Esswein. 
 
Mr. Matt Mahan and Ms. Jenny Badanini, candidates for City Council District 10, were in attendance 
as observers. We were informed that another candidate, Mr. Vinh Do, has recently entered the City 
Council race and we will endeavor to bring him to our December meeting. Also present was Ms. 
Donna Castillo, newly-appointed District 10 representative to the San Jose Senior Commission.  
 
The Minutes of the October 02 meeting were read. Monica Bellizzi pointed out that the Minutes 
failed to mention the status of the election process and candidate’s names. The Minutes were 
accepted with the provision that this information be added. 
 
Treasurer Art Randall reported that the Operating Income at beginning of October was $4791; 
month of October Deposits totaled $3645 and Total Expenses totaled $3279; end-of-month Year to 
Date Operating Income is $5157.  The Report was filed for audit. 
 
Councilmember’s Presentation 

• D10 Councilmember:  Johnny Khamis 
o Councilmember Khamis is advocating strongly for aid and assistance to the homeless 

population in San Jose. He stated that surveys show that 42% of the homeless are 
there because of mental health problems, 36% because of severe drug addiction, 
and the remaining 22% for various other reasons. 

o As to providing housing for low-income individuals/families, two key issues which 
deter developers are being worked by Council: deregulation and fee reduction. 

o Last year, 2400 new housing units were developed, far short of the need; in the 
coming year it is hoped that 9 new buildings will be developed downtown. 

 

• Assistant to Councilmember:  Denelle Fedor 
o Elemis restaurant has opened in the Safeway shopping center. 
o December 11 will be District 10 day at Christmas in the Park. 

 
PRNS Reports 

• Center Supervisor Tiffany Dong and Gerontology Specialist Anne Marie Naranjo: 
o Provided a summary of membership dues account expenditures and 

estimates/projections of expenses to the end of the year. Current membership is 
1379. 

 



P a g e  | 2 

 

Nominations of Candidates for Election – Nadine Ambrose 
Speaking on behalf of the Nominating Committee, Nadine introduced the candidates: Rich Sanders 
for President, Cathy Michelin for Vice-President (each for a two-year term 2020-2021), and Marilyn 
Entin for Secretary (one-year term 2020). A request was made for nominations from the floor; there 
were none. The nominations were declared closed. Each candidate was given an opportunity to 
state their qualifications for the position sought. Finally, each candidate was formally nominated, 
and each accepted their nomination. The slate of candidates was declared complete, with the 
election to be held at the next Association meeting on December 4th. 
 
Member Reports 

• Events Master Calendar Update and Trips Planning:  Rich Sanders 
o Reviewed updated plans for remainder of 2019 and handed out the updated charts.   

▪ The Thanksgiving Feast, scheduled for Saturday, November 23, is already 
sold out and a wait-list has been established. Entertainment will be provided 
by the Castillero Middle School Jazz Chorale. 

▪ The Holiday Brunch is scheduled for Saturday, December 7; entertainment 
will be provided by the Merrie Olde Christmas Carolers. 

o Gave us a preview of events and trips for 2020 which are in the planning stage.  
▪ The Soup Party will be held on Saturday, January 18, 2020, with food 

preparation by the Almaden Senior Chefs and Friends. 
o Calendars showing events and trips for 2020 will soon appear on the website. 

 

• Philanthropy Committee report:  Martie Degutis 
o Martie informed us that the Christmas Giving Tree had been set up in the lobby and 

gift tags attached. People taking a tag are requested to record the tag and their 
name with front desk personnel, and bring the gift in by December 6. 

 

• Marilyn Entin briefed us on the Holiday Boutique, the annual sale of hand-made goods, 
which will be held on three days: November 16, December 7 and 14. Goods will be on 
display in the lobby of the Center. 

 
New Business 

• Donna Castillo was introduced; she remarked that her appointment to the Senior 
Commission was recent and that she is still getting her feet wet with the group and its 
activities. She volunteered to attend our monthly meetings to keep the Senior Association 
informed of Senior Commission activities and provide a good line of communication 
between the two organizations. 

 
Meeting Adjourned 
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The Almaden Senior Association 
Minutes of the Meeting of 

December 04, 2019 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:45am by President Bill Hubka.  He previewed the Agenda, 
stating that he would be introducing Mr. Vinh Do, recently announced candidate for the District 10 
City Council position, and also that Ms. Donna Castillo would be absent because of illness. 
 
The Minutes of the November 04 meeting were not handed out due an oversight of not having 
copies to distribute.  However, the Minutes have been posted on the website for 3 weeks and were 
also published in the December Newsletter. 
 
Treasurer Art Randall reported that the Operating Income at beginning of November was $5157; 
month of November Deposits totaled $4640 and Total Expenses totaled $2409; end-of-month Year 
to Date Operating Income is $7388.  The Report was filed for audit. 
 
Mr. Vinh Do was introduced and spoke briefly, introducing himself and stating that his philosophy 
and objectives can be found on his website:  vinhdofordistrict10sanjose.com. 
 
The election of President and Vice-President for 2020-2021 and Secretary for 2020 was 
completed; since there were only single candidates for each office, President Bill called for a motion 
to make the votes unanimous for each candidate.  This was moved, seconded and passed.  New 
officers Rich Sanders, President, Cathy Michelon, Vice-President, and Marilyn Entin, Secretary, will 
take office beginning January 1, 2020. 
 
Councilmember’s Presentation 

• D10 Councilmember:  Johnny Khamis 
o Announced that a Transfer Tax increase has been approved by Council. 
o December 11th will be District 10 night at Christmas in the Park. 
o The Playa Del Rey neighborhood group will be hosting a Toys for Tots drive in 

December. 
 

• Assistant to Councilmember:  Denelle Fedor had no report but wished everyone a Happy 
Holidays! 

 
PRNS Reports 

• Center Supervisor Tiffany Dong and Gerontology Specialist Anne Marie Naranjo: 
o Provided a summary of membership dues account expenditures and 

estimates/projections of expenses to the end of the year.  Final End-of-Year 
membership is 1383.  2019 Dues Fund essentially depleted. 

o Asked for volunteers to support the Movies and Popcorn events which have been 
restarted. 

o Described successful progress in facility maintenance and repair (electrical, leaks). 
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Member Reports 

• Events Master Calendar Update and Trips Planning:  Rich Sanders 
o Reviewed plan for remainder of 2019 and handed out an updated chart.  The 

Holiday Brunch is scheduled for Saturday, December 7; entertainment will be 
provided by the Merrie Olde Christmas Carolers. 

o Previewed events and trips for 2020 which are in the planning stage.  
▪ The Soup Party will be held on Saturday, January 18, 2020, with food 

preparation by the Almaden Senior Chefs and Friends. 
 

• Jeanne Sanders reported that the Thanksgiving Feast, held on Saturday, November 23, was 
sold out and very successful and enjoyable.  Catered food was great and entertainment 
provided by the Castillero Middle School Jazz Chorale was enjoyed by all. 

 

• Philanthropy Committee report:  Martie Degutis informed us that the Christmas Giving Tree 
was down to just a handful of gift tags remaining.  People who have taken a tag are 
requested to bring the gift promptly. 

 
President Bill Hubka closed the meeting by thanking all the volunteers who make the Association a 
splendid success, and mentioned especially those who have worked hard as members of or directly 
with the Board of Directors over his five years as President.  These include: Rich Sanders, Art 
Randall, Marlene Duffin, Ralph Butterworth, Jack Campbell, Donna Smith, Martie Degutis, Monica 
Bellizzi, Geeta Maniar, Janet Haver, Sally Sargent, Jim Kuhl, and Jeanne Sanders. He also thanked 
Councilmember Khamis and Denelle Fedor for their help and assistance, and Center staff, Including 
Tiffany Dong, Anne Marie Naranjo, Dominique Pacalba, and Adrianna Copado. 
 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 


